PART 11
CHAPTER 2-HISTORY.*
KARNATAKA AND DHARWAR : EXTENT.

Dnaarwar orR DHARAWADA is one of the important tracts of the
wider territory known as Karnétaka which is one of the most ancient
Désas of India and was known in the past by various names, such
as Kannada, Kannddu and Karnata. Karnataka is referred to as
Kuntala in Mahabharata, Puranas and later epigraphic records and
fiterature.

The famous Kavirgjamarga, attributed to the authorship of king
Nrpatunga Amoghavarsa (814-80), describes the boundaries of “the
happy Kannada land” as being Goédavari to the north and Kavéri
to the south. But Fleett gives a more limited area. “The
country of Kuntala included, on the south, Belgamve and Harihar in
Maistir, and Hampe and Vijaynagar in the Bellari district. To
the north of these places it included Lakshmés$war, Gadag, Lakkundi,
and Narégal in Dharwar, and Kukkaniir in the Nizam’s dominions ;
further to the north, Konnur, Kalhole, Saundatti and Mandli in
Belgaum, and Pattadkal and Aihole in south Bijapur; and still
further to the north, Bijapur, Taddevadi, and Mannugilli in Bijapur.
Still further to the north, it probably included Kalyan itself ; but the
inscriptions as yet available do not suffice to define its extent in
that direction and to the north-west. In the south-west corner it
included Banavisi in North Kanari, and Hangal in Dharwar, and
on this side, was bounded by the Havyye Five Hundred, which
was one of the divisions of the Konkan, and lay between Hangal,
Banavasi, and Belgarmve, and the coast. To the north of Hangal, the
Palasige or Halsi Twelve Thousand, the Vénugrama or Belgarve
Seventy, and the territory of the Silaharas of Kolhapir, do not seem to
have formed part of Kuntala. As they lay along the inland slopes of
the Sahyadris, and were bounded immediately on the west by the
Konkay, they seem to have been treated rather as up-country divisions
of the Konkan itself.”

The present area of Dharwar district comprised of eleven talukas
and four mahals, viz., Ron, Gadag, Navalgund, Havéri, Ranebennar,
Hirékertr, Hangal, Kalaghatagi, Dharwar, Hubli, Shiggaon, Mundargi,
Nargund, Savaniir and Byadgi, was included in parts of the following

*In the revision of this chapter help has been rendered by—

(1) Dr, A. P. Karmarkar, M.A,, LL.B.,, PhD., (2) Vidyaratna R. 8.
Panchamukhi, M.A., and (3) Shri G. S. Dikshit, Reader in History, Karnatak
University, Dharwar. ,

{Fleet's Kanarese Dynasties, p. 42.

CHAPTER 2.
History,
KABRNATAKA AND
DHARWAR ;
ExTENT.



CHAPTER 2.

History.
KARNATAKA AND
DHARWAR
EXTENT,

Pre-Historic
PERIOD,

54 BOMBAY STATE GAZETTEER

territorial divisions® in the ancient period : Belvola-800, Purigere-300),
Kisukadu-70, Maseyavadi-140, Basavira-140, Santalige-1000  (Sat-
talige-70), Panungal-500 (Panthipura Visaya 500), Banavasi-12000,
Kund@ir-500, Maharajavadi-nadu, Halasige-12000. The whole region
was included in Kuntala-désa which is also described as Karnata-
visaya. Their boundaries may be specified roughly as follows :—

Belvola-300 : Nargund, Navalgund and parts of Gadaga taluka.
Kisukadu-70 : The eastern and northern portions of Ron taluka.

Purigere-300 : Region round about Laksméévar up to Sortir in
the north.

Miseyavadi-140 : Mundargi pethd and the area round about
Dambal and Lakkundi in the Gadaga taluka.

. Baésaviira-140 : Region round about Havéri, Karajgi, a sub-division
of Banavasi-désa.

Santalige-1000 :
(%gt?éll%ge—m) : } Parts of Ranébennir and Hirékerfr talukis.

Panungal-500 : - 11
(Panthipura-500) : } Hangal taluka.

Kundir-500 : Region round about Dharwir, Naréndra.

Maharajavadi in Halasige-12000: Area round about Mugad,
Nigadi, etc.

Halasige-12000 : Aminbhavi and the area to the north of it
extending to parts of Belgaum district.

Banavisi-12000 : Parts of Sirsi taluka, Karwar district, the central
and southern parts of Dharwar up to Naréndra roughly.

Pre-Historic PERIOD.

KARNATAKA FOorMs THE CENTRE of the Dekkhan plateau which has
remained stable and unsubmerged ever since its geological forma-
tion in the most primitive era of geology, viz., the Archaon. It is,
therefore, not impossible that Early Man originated here in the
post-tertiary period. There is evidence to show that Karnataka has
been a populated territory even from the Paleolithic Age. The
various cleavers found on the banks of the Malaprabhd and at
Bijapur ; beautiful microliths of chalcedony, agate and carnelian
found in association with pottery, seals, beads, etc., at Maski
(Hyderabad) and at Roppa near Brahmagiri (Mysore State) ; the
cairns at Agadi in the Havéri taluka ; the Pandavara manes { dolmens)
discovered on the Ramathirtha hill near Badami, on the hills near
Aihole, on the slope of the hill near Bacigud, at Métebenniir near
Byadgi, and on the hills at Koppal near Gadag—all these bear

*In the inscriptions, to the names of these divisions are attached certain
numbers. According to Krishnaswami Iyengar the number may indicate either
the revenue or the value of the land produce or even the number of villages.
Rice is of opinion that the number indicates the revenue. According to Fleet,
the figure refers to the number of townships. They may be representing
a fabulous figure of the number of villages. In the succeeding paragraphs of this

chapter these figures have been eliminated and only the names of the divisions
are given.
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evidence of some kind of civilization in Karnataka in the early period
of antiquity. In parts of the Dharwar district have been found
pigmy flints, which may be considered to be memorials of the
survivors of paleolithic men. Other finds of pre-historic origin are
the cinder mound at Budiguntha, implements of neolithic period
polished on gneiss rocks, wheel-made pottery, stone beads, and
pieces of haematite for the manufacture of pigment. The linear
drawings, cut one-eighth of an inch deep, of fighting bulls with
prominent humps and long-pointed horns, men, camels with rider,
mounted elephants, deer, antelopes, and palanquin-bearers in the
Gombigudda (literally “hill of pictures™), located between Asangi
and Kulhalli, also show evidence of their being pre-historic in origin.
The painted postsherds, terracota fancy articles, the ukhapdtra
(sacrificial pot), and other articles found at Itgi on the Tungabhadra
in the Sirahatti taluka, Vadgaon-Madhavpur (Belgaum), Brahmapuri
on the Paficaganga (Kolhapir) and Pattadakkal on the Malaprabha
in the Badémi taluka have laid bare antiquities of the Neolithic and
Iron Ages and Mauryan and Satavahana cultures.

ProTO AND ANCIENT PERIOD.

THE EARLIEST OCCUPANTS OF KARNATAKA mentioned in the Purdnds
are the Mimas or Matsyds, the Nagas, Abhiras, Mahisikas,
Ajas, and the Vanaras or Kodagus. The events connected with the
wanderings of Sri Rama, Sita and Laksmana in their exile
are commonly associated with several notable places of religious
or political interest in Karnataka. For example, Lakkundi in the
Gadaga taluka is described as Sri Dasarathi-Vinirmita-Mahagrama
(great village founded by Dasarathi, ie, Sri Rama) and as
Rama-rathi agrahara (village granted by Sri Rima) in inscriptions
of the 11th and 12th centurics A.D. Kaikéya, it is stated in the
Ramayana, while approaching the Dandakas, visited the town of
Vaijayanta (Banavasi) where was ruling Timidvaja (literally
“fish-bannered ”). The Mahisikas seem to have once held sway
over a very vast territory, e.g., from Mahismati on the banks
of the Narmada to Mysore, which is designated as Erumainddu or
“ buffalo-province ”. The Vanaras or Kodagus (who are known as
Kodangus in the Indonesian Islands), were another tribe of fame
in Karnataka. Pampa in his famous Kannada work on Ramiyana
states that they were so-called on account of their banner which
bore the heraldic device of the monkey. They helped Riama in the
south. The Ajas were another martial tribe in Karnataka.

Ron is known as Dronapura, city of Drénacarya, the famous guru
of the Kauravas and Pandavas and a prominent Kaurava general in
the Mahabharata war. Similarly, some peculiar structures found in
the forests of Nagavanda, Kapvi-Siddagari and Tadakanhalli in the
Hirekeriir taluka are locally called Pandavdra kattegalu (platforms
of the Pandavias), suggesting some sort of connection of the Pandavas
~ with the region. Hangal, fifty miles south of Dharwar, in inscﬁ;;ti(ms

of the 12th century A.D., is called Viratakéte and Viratanagari
the Fort and City of Virat, and is locally believed to be the:
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Nagarakhanda (Nagarouris), Palasgi or Halsi (Passage), Tégiir CHAPTER 2.
(Tagara) and others. The Periplus also refers to Dakhinabades —

(Daksinapatha) and Byzantion (Banavasi), and other places. hﬁifftgzé
. (4th century B.C.
We shall now turn to a mcre definite period of history. to 31163d ée?tury

Saravanana Ruie (230 B.C. 1o 248 A.D.).

Or Satavamana (or Satakarni or Andhrabhritya) rule in Dharwar Saravanaxa Ros
(230 B.C.-248 A.D.) there is no local record. They in fact (230 B.C. to 248
cccupied a very vast territory in India and designated themselves A.D.)
as lords of the Daksinapatha. ’

Their territory included the whole of Karnataka, Asmaka, Aparanta,
Antipa, Saurastra, Malwa (Akaravanti), and once they extended
their sway up to Bhilsa and Canda also. Their original seat was
Andhra or Telangana and their capital Dharikot at the mouth of
the Krsna. The main trading centres during this period were Banavasi,
Nasik, Broach, Kalyin, Kolhipur, Dharanikot, Sopara, and Obollah
in the Persian Gulf. The merchants of Banavasi made many
endowments to the Karla caves. Malpe seems to be the main scene
of a Greek farce (200 A.D.), written on the papyrii found in 1897
at Oxyrhynchus in lower Egypt by the Biblical Arch®ological
Association. The farce is based upon the story of a Greek girl
carried off to the coast of a country bordering on the Indian Ocean.
The farce contains many Kannada words. The Satavihanas called
themselves Haritiputras and of Manavya-gotra. Both the Hindu
cults of worship of Siva, Skanda, Niga and others on the one hand
and Buddhism on the other seem to have prospered side by side
in this region at this time. Foreigners like Romans, Greeks, Persians
and others seem to have carried on a very vast trade with Karnataka,
as indicated by Roman coins found at Candravalli (Mysore State) ;
 the Greek type of vases, caskets, statues, toy-carts, at Brahmapuri
(Kolhapur State) ; and the pottery found at Vadgaon-Madhavpur
(Belgaum).

Nothing is known of the causes that brought about the downfall
of the main Satavahana dynasty, but after its fall the Satavahana
empire was partitioned among the Abhiras in the north-west, the
Cutus in the south and the Iksvakus in Andhra-désa. The Cutus®
ruled in Maharastra and Kuntala. References to various centres in
the Dharwar district in inscriptions relating to Satakamis
and the Cutus imply that the Dharwar district must have formed
a part of their territories. :

Gancas (4ru 1o 10TH cEnTURY A.D.). GANGAS
A¥TER THE SATAVAHANAS, the district probably passed to the Ganga (4th to 10th
or Pallava kings. 8% century A.D.)

————— —

. ®*The names of certain kings of the line are known from coins found in
the North Kanard district of Bombay and the Chitaldrug district of Mysore
and from inscriptions in Kéanheri, Banavasi and Malavalli, Lead coins with
the horse device and inscribed with the name of Hariti (a part of the name
of Cutus) have come from the Anantpur and Cuddappah districts. Some
historians consider the Cutus to be a branch of the Satavahanas while others
postulate a Naga origin for them. [“A- History of South India” by K. A
Nilakanta Sastri (1955), pp. 9%-96]. , ¥
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The Gangas were an early and important family in Mysore. - They
had contracted political and matrimonial -alliances with the
contemporary sovereign powers, the Calukyas, Pallavas and
Rastrakatas.® The main kings of the Ganga dynasty were: Didiga
and Madhara, who are said to be the founders of the dynasty (the
latter being the founder of Gangavadi 96,000), Avinita, Durvinita
{whose preceptor was the famous Jain grammarian and commen-
tator of Kiratarjuniya of Bharavi), Musakera who turned Jainism-
into a State religion, and Sivamara, the supposed author of
“ Gajasastra” respectively. With the reign of Racamalla (817-8533)
they became the feudatories of the Rastrakutas and Calukyas. The
famous colossal statue of Gommataraya (about 56 ft. high) at Sravana
Belgola was built by the famous general Camundariya, minister
of Racamalla. Their main capitals were Kuvalala, Talakadu and
Manne, with the elephant as their heraldic device.

EarLy Kabpameas (345 A.D.—565 A.D.).

THE AccEssioN TO POWER of the Early Kadamba dynasty of Bana-
vasi and Halsi in Belgaum, after defeating either the Gangas or the
Pallavas, is the first definitely known event in local Dharwar history.
These Kadambas, whose origin and rise to political power are
described in detail in the Talgund Pillar inscription of Kikustha-
varma of the 5th century A.D., were a family of Saiva Brahmanas
whose ancestor Maytirasarman (345-60) rebelled against the reign-
ing Pallavas of Kanci and carved out an independent chiefdom-
between the Sriéaila mountain and the river Préhara. Their capital
was Banavasi or Vaijayanti. Palasika (Halsi on Belgaum),
Triparvata which is identified variously as Tégir, Dévagiri
(in Dharwar), Murgdd in Belgaum and Halébid in Mysore, and
Uchaérigi  (Uchchhringi) near Harihar were the seats of the
collateral branches. Their copper plates and stone inscriptions
found in Dharwar and Mysore written in characters of the 4th to
6th century A.D. have yielded as many as twenty-one kings who have
made munificent grants to Brahmanical and Jain temples. Their
territory  included the following sub-divisions, viz. (1) Suddi-
Kundiiru Visaya, (2) Séndraka Visaya, (8) Vallavi-Visaya,
(4) Karavannadga Visaya, (5) Tagare-Visaya, (6) Mogaliir Visaya
and (7) Panthipura Visaya. Of these Suddi-Kundir is the same as
Kundiirnadu or Kundar-500 of the later inscriptions which extended
from Naréndra in Dharwar taluka and included Halsi in Belgaum.
Panthipura-Visaya is the same as Panungal-500, Hangal taluka.
Since the Birar plates of Visnuvarman mention Sindhuthaya-rastra
(Sindgi talukd) and Kapmésaka river (Krsna) as his territory, the
whaole of northern and central Dharwar was obviously included in
the kingdom of the Early Kadambas. '

*The history of the Gangas had been doubted by Fleet (Kanarese Dynasties,
pp. 11-12), on the ground of some forged inscriptions purporting to belong
to them. But since then, a large number of stone inscriptions and copper-
plate grants of the family which are perfectly genuine have been discovered
and published by the Mysore Archaeological Department and they conclusively
prove the authenticity of the geneology and history of the Gangas as a ruling
power from the 4th to 10th century A.D.
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The Early Kadambas appear to have been defeated by the Early cHAPTER 2.
Calukyas about the beginning of the sixth century, as can be —
inferred from the Badami cliff inscription of Pulikeésin I, dated in Emﬁgllsgg;sXMBAs
543 A.D., which records the performance of several horse sacrifices (345'A. D, to'565
already indicative of this independent rule. With the reign of " A D)
Ajavarman, who was defeated by the Calukya king Kirtivarma I '
(566/7-597/8), they became the latter’s Mahamandalésvaras.

The subsequent history of the district may be divided into
five periods, viz., (i) Early Calukyas of Badami (540 to 755),
(ii) Rastrakiitas of Malkbéd (752-973), (iii) later Calukyas of Kalyani
(973-1167), Kalacuryas (1167-87), (iv) Hoysalas of Dvarasamudra
and Yadavas of Dévagiri (1190-1303) and (v) kings of Vijayanagar-
Hampi (1334-1565). The Dharwar district was, however, virtually
governed by the great hereditary feudatory families, the Kadambas,
Guttas and Sindas at least up to the fall of the Calukyas in the last
decade of the 12th century A.D.

The Kadambas ruled over the north-western and southern parts of
Dharwar (Dharwir, west Hubli, Kalghatgi, Shiggaon, Hangal and
Hirékeriir talukas), from Banavasi and Hangal ; the Guttas governed
Haveéri and parts of Hubli from Guttavelal (Guttal in Haveéri
talukd) ; and the Sindas administered the Ron and Gadag talukas
from Erambarage (Yehuya near Koppal). Some districts or Visayas
like Belvola, Purigere, Maseyavadi, Basaviira, Santalige, Panungal
and Kundiir were held by different governors (Dandanayakas or
Mahamandalé§varas) appointed by the king.

Earry Cavukyas ( BEcinning oF 6tH CENTURY A.D. TO 755 A.D.).

THE EARLIEST RECORD of the Early Calukya period in Dharwar is the Earuy Carugyas
Siraguppi inscriptions of Vanasatti-arasa (identified) as the chief of (Beginning of 6th
the Séndraka family), which is written in the archaic southern class Cen%gy AADD)' &
of alphabets of the 5th-6th century A.D. This testifies to the rule o
of the Séndrakas as subordinates of the Early Calukya kings. The
undated stone tablet at Adur belonging to Kirtivarma who, being
introduced with the titles Rajadhiraja Paramé$vara, was Kirti-
varman IT (744/5-55), not Kirtivarman 1 (566/7-597/8), as was once
thought® gives the names . of two officers Sindarasa headman of
Gangi-Pandviru (Adidru) and Madhavatti-arasa (Madhava-Sakti-
arasa) who was evidently a Séndraka chief. Almost all the kings
of the family from Pulikésin I (543/4-566) to Kirttivarman II
(744/5-55) have left their records in the Dharwar district which
register grants to temples and priests. Of Pulikésin I (543/5-566)
there was stone tablet at Aminbhavit near Dharwar which was

~ *The epithets Rajidhirija Paraméévara - were first acquired by Puli-
késin II after conquering the north Indian king Harsavardhana and were

assumed by the later kings of the family. Thus the ‘Adur inscription should be
assigned to Kirtivarman II

1This stone is not traceable st Aminbhdvi, See Fleet’s Kauarese Dynasties,
p. 23, £ no, 6. It was available to Sir Walter Elliot. This inscription
was considered to be wrongly dated under the assumption that it was
a record of Pulikésin II who came to the throne in A.D, 610. But it is a record
of Puliké$in I for whom the only genuine inscription, dated in $Saka 485

(A.D. 543), is known to exist. This -~erfectly agrees with the chronology of
the family.
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dated in Saka 488 (AD. 564). Of Vikramaditya I (654/5-68),
Vinayaditya (681-96), Vijayaditya (696-733/34) and Vikramaditya 1T
(783/4-744/45), stone inscriptions at Kurtakoti (Saka 532-A.D. 610)

(Beginning of 6th and at Laksméévar purporting to be dated in A.D. 687, 729 and 734

Century A.D
755 A.D.)

Visit of Yuan
Chwang.

RASTRAKUTAS
(756-973).-

- ¥ respectively have been found. The Kepdir copper plates and the

Vakkaléri plates, dated respectively Saka 672 (749 A.D.) and Saka
677 (A.D. 755), are the records of Kirtivarman II (744/5-35).

The early Calukyas were great builders of art. Mangalésa built
a temple at Badami and placed the idol of Visnpu in it. Both
Pulikésin I (first king, about 550 A.D.), and Pulikésin IT (609-42
AD.), performed the horse sacrifice (A$vameédha). Pulikésin II
seems to have maintained a big navy also as he is said to have moved
with a fleet of hundred ships to Puri. He was a man of great
prowess, defeated the great Harsavardhana Paramé$vara of Kanauj
on the banks of the Narmadi, and became the lord of the Deccan
south of the Vindhya mountains comprising three Maharastrakas of
90,000 villages (Karnataka and the Telugu country). Khusru 11,
the king of Persia, had sent an embassy to his court, and the
scene of the reception of the embassy stands represented in the
painting at Ajantd. Vikramaditya II (734-46), actually captured
Kanci and inspected the riches of Rajasimhé$vara temple. During
this period the Jaina religion comes into prominence. Ravikirti,
who was a Jaina, was patronized by Pulikésin IT (609/10-642).
Vijayaditya (696-733/34) gave a village for the maintenance of
a Jaina temple. Vikramaditya II (734-46) repaired a Jaina
temple and gave a grant in connection with it to a learned Jaina
by the name of Vijay-Pandita. There were many Buddhist temples
and monasteries in Maharagtra, although Buddhism itself was in
a condition of decline. With the decline of Buddhism came the
revival of Brihminism. The best of the poets like Damodara,
Bharavi and Ravikirti enjoyed the patronage of the Calukya kings.

The famous Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang visited the country
Mo-ha-la ch’a, the couniry of Pu-lo-ki she (Pulikésin 11-609/10-642),
and has given an interesting account of the general conditions of
the country., He observes. “The inhabitants were proud,
spirited, warlike, grateful for favours and revengeful for wars, self-
sacrificing towards supplicants in distress, and sanguinary to death
with any who treated them insultingly. Their martial heroes who
led the van of the army in battle went into battle intoxicated, and
their war elephants were also drawn before the engagement......
The people were fond of learning, and they combined orthodoxy
to heterodoxy.” ‘

" RASTRAKUTAS (756-973).
Tre CALUKYAS WERE OVERTHROWN by the Rastrakita Dantidurga in

about 756. The Rastrakiitas claimed a Yadu descent. Dantidurga’s
successors were Krsna I (756-75), Govinda 1I (775-80), son of

#* K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, “Foreign Notices of South In*dia ", pp. 105,
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Krsna I, and Dhruva (known also as Nirupama and Dharavarsa)
(780-92), also a son of Krsna I. During their reign the governor
of Banavasi was one Marake-arasa. The next king was Dhruva’s
son Govinda IIT (792-814). He had cne Madanaga and one Dantiga
as his feudatories at Banaviisi. The successor of Govinda HI was
his son Nrpatunga Amodghavarsa I (814-80). Amdghavarsa was
a great patron of Digambara Jains and the Jainas claim that he
adopted the Jaina faith. He was followed by his son Krsna II
(880-915), also called Akilavarsa. Stone inscriptions and copper
plate records found in Dharwar district refer to a line of feudatories
belonging to the Cellakétana or Mukula family, who held Banavasi
successively for at least three generations. These were: Bankay-
srasa; Lokaditya (or Lokate), Bankayarasa’s son (896-904) ;
Rajaditya (or Rajati), elder brother of Lokaditya (907); and
Kalivitta, a son of Lokaditya (912-13). Other feudatories under
Ambghavarsa I were Ahaviditya Kuppeyaras of the Yadava race
in Purigere (865-68), and Dévanayya in Belvole (866-73). Krsna II
had as his feudatories Indapayya at Purigere (883), and at Belvole
Mangotarana (893) and Mahasirivanta (901-18). Krsna IT was
succeeded by his grandson Indra III (915-27). Indra III was
ruling conjointly with his younger son Govinda IV as Yuvaraja for
some vyears, but he was actually succeeded by his elder son
Amoghavarsa II (927-30). “After a reign of only three years, he
( Amoghavarsa II) fell a victim to the foul play of his ambitious
younger brother Govinda 1V, a dissolute and incompetent ruler, who
in his turn was removed from the throne by his feudatories who
bestowed the kingdom on Baddega (Amdghavarsa III) (935-39),
a half-brother of Indra III.”* Amoghavarsa III was succeeded by
his son Krspa III (939-66), also known as Kannaradeva. Two
Kyasnar inscriptions of Saka 868 (A.D. 945), mention Mahasamanta
Kalivitta of the Cellaketana family as the governor of Banavasi,
who in all probability is the grandson of his namesake Kalivitta,
an officer under Krsna II. This is the last known governor of
his family over Banavasi, for we find from a Dévihosir inscription
that in 954 and 962. Banavisi was being ruled by the Matura
chief Govindara, perhaps on behalf of the Ganga prince Butuga II
to whom this territory along with Belvola, Purigere, Kisukidu and
Bagenadu had been presented by Amoghavarsa III. According
to- a Soratir inscription, dated A.D. 951, Rudrapayya was
administering the village Sarataviira (Soratir) at the time.
Krsna III was succeeded by his younger brother Khottigadéva
(or Amoghavarsa IV) (967-72), who had as his feudatory
~Narasimha-Permanadi, the Ganga chief, at Gangavadi, Purigere,
Belvole, Kisukadu and Bagade. Khottiga’s successor was his
younger brother Nirupama’s son by name Karka (972-73). Karka
was defeated and slain in 974 by his own subordinate Taila II who
founded the Later Calukya dynasty of Kalyani.

The Rastrakita monarchs stand supreme both from the point of
view of prowess, and as patrons of art and literature. The Gangas,
‘Kadambas and others were acting as their feudatories. Govinda III
(792-814) defeated Gurjara Pratihira Nagabhatta II and the Pala

*“ A History of South India” by K. A. Nilakanta Sastri (1955), p. 169,
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king Dharmapala and led his victorious armies up to the Himalayis
in the north, and had brought the Pallava Dantiga and Eastern
Calukya king Visnuvardhana IV under his subjugation. The name
of Nrpatunga Améghavarsa 1 (814-880) shall ever be remembered
in the annals of Kannada history, literature and religion. He is
said to have written the famous Kavirgjamdrga, and offered
patronage to Jinaséna, Gunabhadra, Sakatiyana, Kaviévara and
Mahaviracarya and others. The Rastrakita kings were great patrons
of Jainism also. They had at one time under their sway the Cédi
kingdom in the north, Khetamandala (Gujarat) in the west,
Tondaimandala in the south and Vengirdjya in the east. The Kailasa
Temple at Elléra and the colossal statue of Gommatariya (Bahubali)
at Sravana Belgola represent the most eminent specimens of art
during their period. '

Later CaLukyas (973-1163).

Unbper Tarva IT (937-97), who was the founder of the later Calukya
dynasty, two feudatories Mahasamantas Konnapa and Sobhanarasa
are found to have ruled the Belvola and Purigere country. Sébhan-
arasa continued to hold the country under the next king Irivabedanga
Satyasraya (997-1008), son of Taila II. Sobhanarasa is supposed
to have ruled also Kundir, Kukkuniir and Halsige. Irivabedanga
Satyasraya’s underlord over Banavasi was Bhimardja (1005). Satya-
sraya was succeeded by his brother Dasavarman’s son, Vikramaditya
V, who reigned only for a short time. Vikramaditya V was succeeded
by Jayasimha II, known also as Jagadeékamalla I. This chief who is
mentioned also as Kundaraja, son of Irivabedanga, by early historians,
was the trusted servant (maga) and not the son. He belonged to
the family of the Kadambas. His feudatories were Maha-
mandaléévara Kundammarasa (of the family of the Kadambas of
Banavasi and Hangal), governor of Banavasi and parts of Mysore
and  Kanard; Dandanayaka  Barmadéva at  Taddevadi,
Belvole and Purigere (1024); Mahamandaléévara Mayaravarma II
(of the family of Kadambas of Banavasi and Hangal),
governor of Panungal or Hangal (1034-38). Jayasimha IT was
succeeded by his son Soméévara I (1042-68). It is worth noting
that Soéméévara I had posted his feudatory Maneveraggade
Dandanayaka Gundamayya on the banks of the Narmadi river
evidently to guard the northern border of his kingdom from the
inroads of enemies. There was traditional enmity between the
Colas and the Cilukyas. An inscription, dated 1071 A.D. describes
that during the reign of Soméévara I, the Cbélas invaded Belvola,
burnt many temples, went to Puligere and ILaksmé$var and there
destroyed several Jain temples. Somé$vara I, with the help of
Cattadéva (of the family of the Kadambas of Hangal) and Barmadéva
repulsed the Colas. Somésvara I was succeeded by his eldest son
Sémésvara II (1068-76). This chief’s Dharwar underlords and
officials were Laksmanarasa (1071), governing Belvola and Purigere,
who repaired the Laksmé§var Jain temple which had been destroyed |
by the Célas during the reign of Sémésvara I ; and Udayaditya (of the
Ganga family), who in 1071 was governing the city of Bankapur and
had charge of Banavasi and parts of Mysore in 1075,
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Somésvara III was a man of learning and the author of a work
in Samskrt entitled Manasollasa or Abhilasitartha-Cintamani in
which a great deal of information is given on a variety of subjects,
such as polity, astronomy, astrology, dialectics, rhetoric, poetry,
music, painting, architecture, medicine, training of horses, elephants
and dogs, etc. Someésvara was succeeded by his eldest son
Jagadeékamalla II  (1189-35). This chief's capital was
at Kalyan, but in 1148 he appears to have had a provincial centre
at Kadalipura (probably Balehalli, which in Kanarese has the same
meaning as Kadalipura), in Kondarte (a small sub-division on the
Dharwar North-Kanara frontier near Hingal). His chief
Dharwar underlords and officers were : (1) Dandanayaka Boman-
ayya (1143), governing Banavasi, and (2) Dandandyaka Késiraja,
or Késimayya (1142), governing Belvola, Palasige and Panungal.
Jagadékamalla IT was succeeded by his younger brother Tailapa or
Taila IIT (1149/50-1163). Taila IIT’s leading underlord and officer

- in Dharwar was Dandanidyaka Mahadéva (1159), governing

Banavasi and Puligere.

During the reign of the last two chiefs, the power of the Calukyas
rapidly declined, and some of the feudatcry chiefs became powerful
and arrogant. The opportunity was seized by Mahamandalésvara
Bijjala or Bijjana of the Kalacuri dynasty, who was commander-in-
chief of Taila III. Bijjala with the co-operation of other powertul
and semi-independent chiefs, such as Vijayarka, Mahamandalésvara
of Kolhapur, and Prélaraja of the Kakatiya dynasty of Telangana,
kept his master Taila under complete subjection till 1157, when Taila
left Kalyan and fled to Anpnigéri in Dharavada district, which
became capital of his kingdom greatly reduced in extent. Bijjala
in 1162 marched against Taila, who was at Annigéri and proclaimed
himself an independent monarch. Taila seems to have gone further
south and established himself at Banavasi. For sometime there
was an interruption in the Calukya power and the Kalacuris seem
to have held possession of the whole territory of that dynasty.

The Cilukyas added to the glory of Dharwar. The Ilater
Calukyas are known for their marvellous contribution in the field
of art and architecture, administration, literature and the material
prosperity of the kingdom. They reshufled the political divisions
and stopped the practice of continuing hereditary chiefs as
governors, and transferred governors from one place to another. They
introduced the system of appointing royal princes and even queens
in charge of administrative affairs. Vikramaditya VI (1076-1126)
hrought under his sway the whole territory lying between Nagpur
in the north and Guntir in the east. Since the days of the Early
Calukyas, the rulers showed an inclination towards Puranie religion,
and the caves at Badami, and the Kasi-Vi§védvara temple at
Lakkundi, Trkatéévara at Gadag, Mallikdrjuna at Kuravatti, and
others are best specimens of the star-shaped Deccani style developed
by these rulers. The great writers of the day were the three jewels
Pampa, Ponna and Ranna and others like Nagavarma, Durgasimha,
Candraraja, Bilhana, Vijnanéévara and Somé$vara IT1 (1126-1138)

b
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the author of  Adblilasitdrtha-Centamans, and others. The
Vikramankadéva-Carita of Bilhana describes all the details about
the court-life, etc., during the days of Vikramaditya VI. The
emperor’s spirit of tolerance is also visible from the Dambal in-

soription (1095), which records grants made to a vihdre of Buddha,
and a vik@ra of Arya Tird Dévi at the town.

Kavacurvas (1163-1184).

Tar KALACURYASWERE SAIVA IN THEIR FAITH as their royal
@Inblem Suvarna-Vrsabha Dhvaja, ete., indicate. BlJ]ala had a
strong leamng for Saivism and took gieat interest in propagating
" that Taith . in his kingdom. Basavé$wara, who was the Prime
Minister of Bijjala, was a great social and rehglous reformer. The
egalitarian teachings, saintliness and piety of Basavé§wara and
~ his spiritual associates made their Viraaiva creed very popular.

Opponents of the reforms, however, were not slow in working to

heighten the prejudice of the king who was an orthodox Saiva, and
poured poison into his ears. About this time, a marrlage between
the daughter of a Brahmana convert and the son of an * untouchable ’

convert took place and this was severely frowned upon by the
orthodoxy. Bijjala ordered the massacre of the parents of the
bride and bridegroom. As a result, there was violence
and upheaval in the capital. Basavéswara was sorely grieved
at the unsavoury turn of events and tried to stem the tide of violence
on both sides and later left for Kidala Sangama, where he became
one with his tutelary deity, according to a legend. In the in-
surrection that followed at Kalyan, Bijjala was killed and he was
succeeded by his son Someswara. Bijjala’s leading overlords and
officers in Dharwar were: (1) Dandandyaka Barmarasa (1161),
governing Banavdsi, (2) Dandanayaka Sridhar (1161), governing
from Annigéri and (3) Kadyapandyak (1163), governing Banavisi
and Panungal. ‘

Yomé$wara’s Dharwar underlords and officers were : (1) Danda-
nivaka Keésava (1168), governing Banavasi, Panungal and
Taddevadi, (2) Dandanayaka T&imayya, governor of the Belvola
country, and (3) Mahamandalésvara Vijayapandya (1174), govern-
ing Banavasi. About 1175, SOmeSwara was succeeded by his three
brothers Sankama, Ahavemalla and Singana who seem to have
shared the government. Sankama’s chief Dharwir underlord
was Mahapradhana and Dandanayaks Ke&Siraja (1179), governing
Banavasi coun‘try with a subordinate Sampakar of the Gutta
family. Among Ahavamalla’s subordinates, (1) Dandaniyaka
Mellugidéva, under whom Nigarasa was the Sunkavaraggade’ of
Banavasi, (2) Mahimandalésvara Joyidévarasa, (3) Visudéva
.Dandanﬁyaka, (4) Kesava-Dandandayaka  and (5) Nardyana-
Dandanayaka are mentioned as holding office in the State.

- LaTter CAaLvUrYAs AcaIN (1184-1210),

.Though usurped for nearly twenty years by the Kalacuris
the power of the Western Calukyas was not destroyed.
About 1182, taking advantage of the unstable conditions at

CHAPTER 2.’

History,
LaTer CALUKYAS
(973-1163).
General Condi-
tions.

‘KALACURYAS
(1163-1184).

» LATER CALURYAS

AgAIN
(1184-1210.




CHAPTER 2,
History.
LATER Carukyvag ‘

' AcaIN
{1184-1210).

HovsaLa
BALLALAS
{1158-1238).

66 BOMBAY STATE GAZETTEER

Kalyan and with the help of Dandanayaka Barmarasa,
apparently Taila III's governor of Banavisi, Somésvara
IV (1184-89), son of Taila, wrested some of the provinces
of his ancestral dominions from the Kalacuris and the rest must

have been conquered by the Dévagiri Yadavas, so that about 1184.
the Kalacuri dynasty became extinct. -

SoméSvara IV established himself in the neighbourhood of Bana-
vasi and made Annigéri in Navalgund his capital. As Somé&évara’s
inscriptions have been found only at Annigéri in Navalgund, at
Dambal and Lakkundi in Gadag, at Hingal, Kallukéri and Narégal
in Hangal, and at Abbaliir in Kdd, he probably never ruled over any
large territory. Somé&vara IV’s Dharwar underlords were: (1) Mahi-
pradhana and Dandaniyaka T&imayya (1184), governing at
Dharmapura or Dambal, (2) Dandaniyaka Barmarasa (1184),
governing at the capital of Annigéri, (3) Mahdpradhina Ké&Sa-
vabhatt (1186), governing Belvola and (4) Kadamba Mahi-
mandalésvara Kimadéva (1189), governing Banavdsi, Panungal
and Puligere. The last inscription of Sémé$vara is dated 1189.
Shortly after 1189, the Western CAlukya dominions were divided
between the Hoysala Ballalas of Dvarasamudra or Halébid in West
Mysore in the south, and the Yadavas of Dévagiri in the north.
This division ceased when, about 1210, the whole of the Western
Jalukya dominions passed to the D&vagiri Yadavas.

Hovsara Barvavas (1138-1238).

Ox tHE HovsaLa Barnavas® op HALEsID in West Mysore,
the first mention in connection with Dharwar dates as far back as
1137. Tt occurs in an inscription belonging to the fourth Hoysala
king Visnuvardhana (1100-52), where the excellent Viratkot or
Hangal 18 described as having “cried out”. Visnuvardhana’s
power is said to have extended to Banavasi, Panungal, Halasige,
Puligere, and Masvadi in Dharwir. Visnuvardhana gained the
Halasige district by conquest from Jayakési I1 (1125) of the Goa

‘Kadambas, and the Banavisi and Panufgal districts by the conquest

0.

of the Banavisi Kadamba Tailapa II (1099-1124). These con-
quests seem to have been short-lived. The first lasting conguest
of Dharwir was by the great Hoysala king Ballala IT or Vira Ballala
(1173-1210), also known as the conqueror of hill forts.

A hero stone dated in the Hoysala Vira Balldla year 14,
Rudhirdodgari, from Satenahalli, Hangal taluka, refers to a fight

*The Hoysalas, who are best known as the Hoysalas of Dviarasamudra in Mysore,
ruled from about 1039 to 1312. Their name is also written Hoysana, Poysaja and
Poysana. They belong to the lineage of Yadu and seem to be connected with the
Yadavas of Davagiri (1187-1312), as they both have the family titles of Yadava-
Nargyana and of Dvirgvati Puravarjchigvara (Supreme Lord of Dvargvati, the best
of cities), apparently Dvirasamudra, the modern Halgbid inWest Mysore. Vinayaditya
(1039} was the first of the family to secure any considerable share of power. The two
chief men of the family were Visnuvardhana from about 1106 to 1141, who was inde-
pendent except in name, and Ballzla 1T (11731220}, who overthrew the Kalacuri
successors of the Calukyas and also defeated the Yadavas of Davagiri. His son Narsimha
11 (1233) was defeated by the Yidavas and his great-grandson Ballala IIT by Ala-ud-
din’s general Malik Kafur in 1810. They sustained a second and final defeat from a
general of Muharmmad Fughlak in 1327. Ballala IIT was defeated and killed by
Ghiyasud-din, Suvltan of Madura, in 1342. R ¢ R
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between Mahamandalg$vara Kamadéva and Hoysala Vira Ballala 11
and suggests that the region about Hingal was occupied by the
latter after wresting it from the Kadamba Kamadéva. Vira
Ballala II was the first of his family to assume royal titles.
As commander-in-chief of his father’s army, he defeated the Kalacuri
general Barma in 1183 and established Hoysala power in the Kalacuri
dominions north of the Tungabhadri. Vira Ballila seems to have
made no lasting conquests north of the Malaprabha. In 1192 he
established himself at his capital of Lokkigundi,. the modern
Lakkundi.* Before this, besides defeating the Kalacuris, Balldla met
and defeated, according to an inscription at Gadag, the Dévagiri
Yadava Jaitugi (1183), a victory which gained Ballala the supremacy
- of the country of Kuntala. That there was a keen contest between
- the Hoysalas and the Yadavas at this period for the occupation of
the delta between the Tungabhadrd and Malaprabha is evidenced
by the existence of records both of Yadava Singhana and Hoysala
 Vira Ballala in the same region issued by the respective rulers
- after their conquests of the place. An inscription at Harti records
the event of the state entry of Yidava Singhanadéva evidently after
ousting the Hoysala king who had occupied the country. after the
battle of Lakkundi in which Yadava Bhillama had lost his life.

This shows that the glorious conquests of Vira Ballala II in mnorth
Dharwar were short-lived.

~ An inscription of Ballila’s son Narsimha II (1220- 38) describes
_ a battle between Balldla and a certain Seman orf Sevun whom
Ballala besieged at Soratiir near Gadag, defeated, pursued, and slew
at the Krsni. In the same campaign besides Soratiir, Ballala II
took -the hill forts of Erambarage or Yelburga in the Nizam’s
country, Kurugdd near Bellari, and Bellitagge, Gutti, Hangal and
Rattghalli in Dharwar. His first attempt on Panungal or Hangal
was in 1196. An inscription on a virgal (hero stone) at Hangal,
carved with a lively battle scene, records that in 1196 the Hoysala
king Vira Ballala came and pitched his camp at the large Anikere
pond to the west of the city and from it laid siege to the city.
The stone tells how Sohani and his son Padmayya or Padmanna,
the leaders of the Kadamba garrison, dashed out and routed the
assailants, though the victory was marred by the death of the
Kadamba leader Sohani. Ballala II returned and in about 1200
succeeded in taking Hingal, Still the Kadamba chief Kamadéva
struggled on and in 1203 held Saténahalli in K&d. Ballala II's
leading underlords and officers in Dharwar were : (1) Mahapradhina:
and Dandanayaka FEreyana or Eraga (1192), governing Banavasi
and Santalige; (2) Mahamandalé§vara Rayadeva (1199), governing
Belvola; (3) Mahdmandalé$vara = Jagadala Battamadéva - (1202),
governing Kuntala; and (4) Dandandyaka Kamathad Mallisetti
{1203), governing Sa,ntahge and Nagarakhanda in Banavasi. - Ballala
IT’s son and successor Narasirhha II lost all that his father had won of
the old Western Calukya dominions. Narasirnha retired - to Dviras

samudra and seems never after to have attempted to pass north of
the Tungabhadra.

N *Besides Lakkundl Ballala I had a capital at Anmgen
1-a VF 2-5a - -
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Yapavas or DEvacirt (1187-1310).

- NARASIMHA’S RIVALS AND CONQUERORS were the Yadavis of Dévagiri
in the North Deccan.* The first mention of the Dévagiri Yadavas
in. connection with Dharwar is in the reign of the third Dévagiri
king Bbillama (1187-91) whose son Jaitugi I, apparently in Bhillama’s
life-time, was defeated by Vira Ballala in a battle fought, according
to tradition, at Lakkundi in Gadag. As this victory is said to have
secured to Ballala the country of Kuntala, Bhillama must have then
held a fairly extensive kingdom including Dharwar. One of
Bhillama’s inscriptions, dated 1189, at Annigéri in Navalgund speaks
of Annigéri as the capital from which his underlord the Maha-
mandalé$vara Baciraja or Bacana was governing the Belvola
country. Of Bhillama’s grandson Singhana II (1209-47) inscrip-
tions have. been found in Dharwar at Gadag, Laksmésvar,
Caudadampur, and Rattéhalli, and a copper plate at Haranahalli on
the Tungabhadra in Ranébenniir.

In 1215 Singhapa’s Mahdpradhina Heémmayyanidyaka was the
manager of the customs duties of the Banavasi country; in 1219
Singhana IT held the whole of Banavisi; in 1223 his Dandaniyaka
Jagadal Purusottama was governing Torgal; in 1241 his Maha-
pradhina Laksmipala was governing Nagarakhand ; and in 1247 his
Mahapradhana and Séndpati Baciraja was governing the Karnataka
and other countries from the capital of Pulikarnagar or Laksmésvar.
A Havéri inscription belonging to Krspa, Singhana’s grandson
(1247-59), states that his minister Cavundaraiya was ruling the
kingdom from his capital at Puligere. Of Krsna’s successor Maha-
déva (1260-70) and of Mahadéva’s nephew and successor
Ramacandra or Ramadéva (1271-1310), the greatest of the
Dévagiri Yadavas, inscriptions have been found in Dharwar at
Caudadampur, LaksméS$var, Narégal and Rattehalli. In 1277
Ramadéva’s underlord was the Mahamandaléévara Saluva Tikkama
who had come to Harihar on the Dharwar-Mysore frontier in the
course of a victorious expedition to the south. This expedition had
probably been directed against the Hoysalas in consequence of
their threatening, or perhaps invading, the southern and south-
western part of Ramadéva’s dominions. An inscription at Haveéri
belonging to Yadava Ramacandradéva records that a certain
Mallayanayaka died fighting while capturing the fort Tilivalli. This
suggests that the Hoysala king was trying to recapture the lost
portions of his kingdom which the aggressive Yadava did not allow. -

- In a 1277 inscription Saluva Tikkama is called the establisher of

the Kadamba kings and the overthrower of the Hoysalas. In 1295
Ramadéva’s Mahapradhana Mallidéva was governing Puligere or
Laksmeésvar. '

*The Davagiri Yadavas (1150-1812) were a dynasty of ten powerful kings
who held almost the whole of the Deccan before the Musalman conguest.
Their capital was originally at a place called Tenevalage, then at Vijayapir or
Bijapur the great Adil Shahi capital, and afterwards at Dévagiri the modern
Daulatibad (in the Nizam’s territories). Their greatest king was the ninth
Ramachandra or Ramadéva (1271-1310), in the latter part of whose reign the
Musalmans first invaded the Deccan. The following are the succession :
Mallugi, Bhillama (1187-91), Jaitrapala I or Jaitugi ( 1191-1210-11), Singhana
(1210-11 to 1946-47), Jaitrapala II or Jaitugi (did not reign), Krsna, Kanhara
or Kandhara (1246-47 to 1299-60). Mahidéva (1259-60-1271), Ramacandra
or Ramadéva (1271-1309). Sankara (1309-12), lost his kingdom to the Sultan
of Delhi. (See: Historical Inscriptions of Southern India, p. 405).
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BESIDES THE NAMES OF THESE DIFFERENT OVERLORDS, inscriptions also Klf]‘i‘:g;s
record the names of three local families—the Kadambas, the Sindas  (1030-1218),
and the Guttas. The Kadambas ruled over a large part of west and " .
north-west of Dharwar which they had inherited from the ancestral
stock of the early Kadambas. Banavasi, Hanungal and Palasige with
their sub-divisions were held by two collateral branches of the
Kadambas. After the fall of the Western Calukyas of Kalyani this
great feudatory family was slowly extinguished and the Kalacurya
and Hoysala overlords -appointed their own officers to govern the
tract from time to time. With varying overlords, the Kadambas of
Banavasi and Hangal (1068-1203) were during the eleventh and
twelfth centuries the local rulers of Dharwar. Their copper plates
and inscriptions give about twenty-five names of whom six appear
to have actually governed.” All that is known of these Kadambas
has been given in the account of their Western Calukya overlords. -

SixDAs OF ERAMBARAGE (1100—80).

DURING THE GREATER PART OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY (1100-80) the  Smwas or
north-east of Dharwéar was held by the Sindas of Frambarage or EraMBARAGE
Yelburga in the Nizam’s country about fifteen miles east of Narégal'in ©% 151[(’;’6“58‘(’)““'
north-east Dharwar. Of two of them Acugi IT (1110-22) and Permadi I (1100-80).
(1104-44) inscriptions have been found at K&dikon, Narggal,- Ron
and Siadi—all in the Ron sub-division. Acugi IT’s inscription: found
at Kodikop ten miles south of Ron is dated 1122. He was then
governing the Kisukad,} or Pattadakal and several other towns, the
chief of which was Naréyangal-Abbegeret the chief town of

*The Kadamba successions are Mayiiravarma I, Krsnavarma, Nagavarma I,
Visnuvarma, Mragavarma, Satyavarma, Vijayavarma, Jayavarma I, Nagavarma II,
Santivarma I, Kirtivarma I, Adityavarma, Cattaya— '

Jayavarma II]i, 1030

Tailapa or Taila I, Santivarma,
1050 ' 1(?88
I
Kirtivarma IT, Taila II,
1066-77 ' 1099-1135
, !
| 1 co
Maytravarma, Mallikarjuna, Tailama,
1131 1132, 1135, 1144, - 1147-60
o 1
Kirtivarma II, . Kamadéva,
1172. 1181-1207
i ..
Malla,
. 1218,

‘Séveral"oth‘er Kadamba names, which, though historical, do not fit with this
list, ‘are given in- Fleet’s Kanarese Dynasties, pp. 87-88. ‘ .
$The ' name 'Kisutl'(éd (Ruby - forest), though not now known;‘.evidenﬂy
marked the country round Kisuvolal (Rubj city), that is Pattada-Kisuvolal or
Pattadakal in South Bijapur. : ;- - p

{The modern Narégal about ten miles south-east of Rén.
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Naréyangal and a part of Belvola. Acugi II is stated in the inscriptions
to have defeated the Pandya, Hoysala and other chiefs who had
rebelled against Calukya Vikramaditya VI (1076-1126). After
Acugi II, the two brothers Permadi and Cavunda II held the
Sinda territory as subordinates of Perma Jagadekamalla and
Trailokyamalla Taila III, respectively. Permadi is stated in his
inscriptions—all in Ron district—to have = vanquished Kula§ékhara,
besieged and decapitated Catta, pursued Javakééi and seized the
royal power of Hoysala Visnuvardhana (1100-1152). He is also
stated to have captured the Hoysala king’s elephants and treasure
waggons. A record at Benacammatti states that Cavunda II defeated
the Hoysala and put to flight a certain Pandya chieftain Kamadéva.

The Sindas were the faithful servants of the Calukyas and helped
their overlords to put down the insurrection of the Hoysala, Kadamba
and Pandya chieftains. The Sindas were ruling in their district
till about 1183. Sinda Vikramaditya figures as a feudatory of Yadava
Simhapa in 1220, In 1229 an officer of Simhana named Vasudéva
Nayaka was ruling Kisukiddu from his capital at Erambarage.®

GurTAs.

The Guttas who trace their descent from the tmperial Guptas of
Magadha were ruling in parts of Havéri and Ranébenniar talukas
in the twelfth century A.D. as feudatories of the Western Calukya
Vikramaditya VI (1076-1126), Kalacurya S6yadéva and Ahavamalla-
déva, and finally of the Yadavas of Dévagiri, Singhana and Maha-
déva. They are described as the lords of Uijjainipura (Ujjain) and
ruled over Banavasi-nadu or Banavasi-mandala from their capital
at Guttavolal (Guttal).

Vijavanacara (1336-1565).

FORTY YEARS INTERVENED between the first Musalman invasion of
the south in 1296 and the establishment of a new Hindu kingdom at
Vijayanagara in 1336. An undated inscription of the beginning of
14th century A.D. from Laksméévar commemorates the death of
Kampila and Sidila Bomma in a military campaign from Delhi,
Kampila, son of Mummadi Singaya Nayaka, was a subordinate of
Yadava Ramacandra in 1300 stationed to guard the southern border
of the Yadava kingdom against the inroads of the Hoysalas, and when
the Yadava power was weakened by the invasion of Malik Kafur,
Kampila declared independence in the ensuing political chaos. This
new kingdom included the present Ballary, Raicur and Dharwar
districts and three important forts—Kampili itself, Kummata and
Hosadurg (Anegondi).t But Kampila was later killed in the Moha-
madan expedition from Delhi in 1327 as recorded by Moha-
madan historians. An inscription at Sangir in the Havéri taluka
records that the image of Kuméra Ramanatha was set up at Chenga-
pura (Sangar) by Maidarasa in Saka 1329, during the reign of
Vijayanagara Dévardyd.} Kumara Ramanatha was the son of
Kampilaraya who according to Kumdra Ramana Sangatya bravely
opposed the Mohamadan invasion from Delhi and maintained the
Hindu kingdom for a:while when the Hoysala, Yadava and Kakatiya

*See Ep. Ind., Vol. XX, pp. 113-114. o
$+“ A History of India” by Nilakanta Sastri (1955); p. 220, .-
tSee Epigraphia':ndica, Vol. XXIII, p. 152. : '
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kings had been subdued by the generals of Ala-ud-din Khilji,
The image of Kumara Ramanatha is still worshipped at Sangar as
a great saviour. Immediately after the fall of Kummatadurga,
Kampila and Kumara Rama, the two officers of Kampila, Harihara
and Bukka, established a new Hindu kingdom at Hampi on the
right bank of the Tungabhadra opposite the old city of Anegondi
with the help of Madhavacarya Vidyaranya, a sage who later
occupied the pontifical seat at Srngéri math in Mysore.

Thus at this time Dharwar seems to have been held by Vijaya-
nagara. The career of Vijayanagara was beset with great
impediments in its early days. The local unrest consequent on the
chaotic political conditions had to be put down and Mohamadan
aggression was to be checked. The Vijayanagara kings strengthened
their fortifications and occupied centres of vantage.” The Badami
fort was constructed by a certain Nayaka by the order of ‘the new
“great ruler’ Hariyappa (Harihara) (1336-57) in 1340 as stated in
an inscription at the place. This would show that immediately
‘after establishing their kingdom in 1336 the two brothers Harihara
and Bukka extended their territory by conquests in the north-west
and occupied the Dharwar region at least up to Badami in Bijapur
by 1340. The Dharwar district lying between the Tungabhadra
river and the Krsna river could not remain unaffected by the aggres-
sive inroads and cruel acts of the neighbouring Bahamani rulers
of Gulburga. In spite of this we find inscriptions of land grants
and remissions of taxes issued by the kings from Harihara, son of
Bukka, down to Sadasiva and Ramarija, the last members of the
Vijayanagara household. Of Harihara (1377-1404) son of Bukka
(1344-77) there are records at Bankapir, at Allipir (Hangal taluka)
dated Saka 1322, and at Gadag dated Saka 1329. Of his son

Devaraya I (1406-22) there is an interesting inscription = at’

Laksmé$vara dated Saka 1334 recording the settlement of dispute
about the boundaries of the lands of the local Jain Sankha basadi

- #“ Harihara and Bukka belonged to a family of five brothers, all sons of

Sangama. They were at first in the service of Prataparudra I, but after the . .

Muslim conquest of that kingdom in 1323 they went over to Kampili. When
Kampili also fell in 1327, they became prisoners and were carried off to Delhi,
where, because they embraced Islam, they stood well with the sultan. Now,
cnce again, they were sent to the province of Kampili to take over its
administration from Malik Muhammad and to deal with the revolt of the Hindu
subjects. 'What really happened after their arrival in the south does mot
emerge clearly from the conflicting versions of Muslim historians and Hindu
tradition. Both are agreed, however, that the two trusted lieutenants of the
sultanate very soon gave up Islam and the cause of Delhi, and proceeded to
set up an independent Hindu state, which scon grew into the powerful empire
of Vijayanagar. They started by doing the work of the sultan, their former
connexion with Anegondi making their task easy, though their Muskm - faith
set some people against them. They followed a policy of conciliation which
pacified the people, and only used force where it was absolutely Decessary.

Gutti and its neighbourhood appear.to have acknowledged Harihara earlier
than the rest of .the country, but a war undertaken against Ballala IIT was not
very successful at first. Then, Hindu tradition avers, the brothers met the
sage Vidyaranya and, fired by his teaching, returned to the Hindu - fold  and
accepted the mission of upholding the Hindu cause ‘a%fiajnst Islam. - A secord
expedition against Ballala had better results, and left. Harihara free ‘to.pursue
his schemes® of conquest and consolidation.” '[A History of South India by
K. A. Nilakanta Sastri (1955), p. 227). - e
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and the Somésvara temple. At Kundgdl there is an inscription of
Dévaraya II (1422-46). A Hombli record (Hangal tiluka) dated
Saka 1431 refers to Vira Narasingardya, brother of Krsnadévariya,
and states that Sahavasi Honnarasa repaired the temple of Raméévara
at Hombole. Krsnadévaraya’s (1509-29) records are found in Gadag
and Navalgund talukas. Sadadiva (1542-76) and Ramaraja
(1542-64) appear in about half a dozen inscriptions granting remis-
sion of taxes in favour of barbers Kondoja, Timmoéja and Bhadrdja.
It is surprising to note that not more than fifty inscriptions of the
Vijayanagara dynasties are found in Dharwar during the two
centuries of their rule. But the reason for this paucity of records
appears to be that North Karnataka, inclusive of Dharwar, was always
a ground of hot contest between the Vijayanagara kings and the
Mohamadan potentates, particularly Adil Shahi and Bahamani, that
had grown round about Karnataka in the 14th century A.D. and
were carrying on constant expeditions in the neighbouring Hindu
kingdom.

While Vijayanagara was developing, Muhammad Tughlak
(1325-51), pleased with its central position and strength of its hill-fort,
was trying to make Dévagiri, or as he called it Daulatabad, the
city of wealth, the capital of India. He forced the people of Delhi
to move to Daulatabad, but all his efforts failed. The Deccan
continued to be hostile to his rule. And in the troubles which
embittered the latter part of his reign the Deccan nobles more than
once rose in revolt. At last in 1347, under the leadership of
an Afghan named Zafar Xhan, afterwards known as Ala-ud-din Hasan
Gangu, who, according to one version, took the name Bahamani
out of respect to a Brahman patron, the Deccan freed itself from
the authority of Delhi. Hasan moved his capital from Daulatabad
about 190 miles south-east to Gulburga and there founded a dynasty,
which, under the name of the Bahamani or Gulburga kings, ruled
the Deccan and a great part of the Karnataka for nearly a century
and a half (1347-1489).

About 1351 Ala-ud-din Hasan Gangu (1347-538), the founder of the
Bahamani kingdom, sent a large force into the Karnataka or
Kanarese-speaking district, that is the country south of a line drawn
between Kolhdapur and Bidar. From the Karndtaka the Bahamani
general returned with much spoil in money and jewels, besides
two hundred elephants and one thousand female singers. Very
bloody wars continued between Vijayanagara and the Bahamani
kings, the record of which as given by Ferishta is probably one-sided
because he dwells only on Musalman victories and passes over
Musalman defeats. In the earlier wars between Gulburga and
Vijayanagara, it is recorded that victory was always followed by
a general slaughter of prisoners, men, women and children. In spite
of their reverses the Vijayanagara kings do not seem to have lost
their hold on Dharwar and its neighbourhood, as it appears from
an inscription dated 1354-55 (8. 1276), that Harihar, on the right
bank of the Tungabhadra .about twelve miles south-east of
Ranébenntr, belonged to. Bukka, the second Vijayanagara king
(1344-77). In 1369, Muhammad Shah Bahamani (1358-75) defeated
Bukka, king of Vijayanagara, and continued for three months to
massacre the people of the Vijayanagara territory. Muhammad was
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more successful than his predecessors in reducing the Karnitaka
chiefs and landlords. He wrested from them much of the accumu-
lated riches of seven hundred years, and so reduced the population
that according to Ferishta the Vijayanagara districts did not recover
for several ages. The scene of these indiscriminate massacres was
the Raicur-Doab outside Dharwar limits, though the east of the
district can hardly have escaped. It is, however, learnt from a local
record that Bukka I (1344-77) collected a large army and led an ex-
pedition against the Musalmans in 1364-65. Timma-Nayaka, the com-
mander of the army, fought valiantly and slew the captains of the
Bahamani army whose heads he presented to the Raya. Having won
a victory over the Muhammadans the Raya returned to Vijayanagara
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with all his army and held a durbar to reward the warriors. This would .

show that success was not always on the side of the Mohamadans
and the account of Ferishta is one-sided. The cruelty of the
Bahamani ruler Muhammad Shah is related by Ferishta as follows :

“Mubammad Shah then gave orders to resume the massacre of
the unbelievers. ..... pregnant women and children at the breast did
not escape the sword. After a time peace was made, but not tili
Mubammad Shah had slain 500,000 Hindus and so wasted the
districts that for several decades they did not recover their natural
population ”.* ‘

The weakening of Vijayanagara power and the cruelty of the
Musalman invaders forced large numbers of people into outlawry.
They formed themselves into large bands of brigands, and during
Mohammad’s reign as many as eight thousand heads are said to have
been sent to Gulburga and piled near the city gates. Muhammad

Shah’s successor Mujahid Shah (1375-78) demanded from Vijaya-

nagara the fort of Bankapur, about thirty-six miles south of Dharwar,
together with other places between the Ksrna and the Tungabhadra,
a country which Ferishta describes as full of fastnesses and woods.
Bukka refused and in the war which followed was driven through
the forests to Cape Ramas in Goa.

In spite of the heavy loss of life caused by the cruelty of the

neighbouring Musalman invaders, it may be noted that the Vijaya-
nagara empire was densely populated. Nicolo Conti, who visited
Vijayanagara in 1420, declared that the numbers of the people
exceeded belief. Abdur Razzak, who wrote in about 1443, said :
“It is so well populated that it is impossible to give an idea of it
without entering into most extensive details.” Paes in 1520 declared
that “the whole country is thickly populated with cities, towns,
and villages.” Mr. Morelandt thinks = that the population of the
Vijayanagara empire under Krsnadévaraya would be 18 millions
since his troops numbered according to Nuniz (a Portuguese horse-
dealer) 600,000 and as the military recruitment was generally -in
the ratio of 1 to 30 of the population. This would show that the
statements of Ferishta are exaggerated.

Fortune changed within a decade. Bukka regained what he he;d‘

lost and forced the Musalmans out of -the ‘territories. to the south of

e

*A  Forgotien Empire, pp. 33-39.
tIndia at the death of Akbar, p. 19.
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CHAPTER 2. the Krsna. An inscription dated 1379-80 at Dambal in Gadag
— shows that at that time Harihara II (1377-1404) of Vijayanagara held
Vi IET:?EARA Gadag.® The success of the Vijayanagara chief was apparently
‘(1336-1565).  decisive, as the Musalman historians record about twenty years ot
_ 'Vijayanagara- peace during the reigns of Mahmud Shah Bahamani (1378-97),
Bahamani Coutest. Gheias-ud-din (1397), and Shams-ud-din (1397). This period of
peace was followed by a devastation as complete as that caused by the
fiercest Musalman invasion. The great Durga Dévi famine began
in 1396 and lasted twelve years. Whole districts were emptied of
their people, and the hill forts and strong places previously held
by the Mohamadans fell into the hands of petty chiefs and leaders

of bandits. : '

- War between Bahamani and Vijayanagara kings again broke out
in 1398. In 1406 Feroz Shah Bahmani (1397-1422), halting near
Vijayanagara, detached Mir Fazl Ulla Anju with the Berar division
to lay siege to Bankapur, the most important fortress in the
Karnataka. Mir Fazl Ulla succeeded in taking the fortress. He
committed the government of the fort and of its valuable dependencies
to Mir Saddoh, and himself returned to the royal camp. ~According
o Ferishta, in the treaty which followed, Dévaraya (1406-22) of
Vijayanagara agreed to give his daughter in marriage to Feroz Shah
Bahamani, and, to prevent further disputes, to cede the fort of
Bankapiir as the marriage portion of the Vijayanagara princess.
Why Bankapur was besieged is narrated by Ferishta.t * Shortly after
his coronation Dévaraya wanted to bring a beautiful girl from Mudkal
for his harem and sent a_ cavalry force for the purpose. This
exasperated Sultan Firoz who moved in great force to Vijayanagar
and attacked the city. The country around was plundered and
wasted by his army. Then he took Bankapur and threatened Adoni,
Deévardya reduced to great straits bought of the Sultan peace by
presenting him with his own daughter as a bride. Firoz accepted
the bride, made peace, visited Vijayanagara in person and was
received with honour in the Hindu capital. The farmer’s daughter
from Mudkal was taken by Firoz and married to his eldest son Hassan
Khan” This shows how wars were fought on most flimsy excuses.

The peace between the rival kingdoms did not last long. In 1417
they were again at war, and in 1423, Ahmad Shah Bahamaui
(1422-35), the successor of Feroz Shah, overran the Vijayanagara
country, and put to death men, women and children without mercy.
‘Whenever the number of the slain amounted to twenty thousand,
Ahmad Shah halted three days and made a festival. He also broke
down Hindu temples and destroyed Brahman colleges. 'Still, in spite
of these successes, the Musalmans had no firm hold of the country
south of the Krspa. 1423 and 1425 were years of drought and
famine. o o

“In spite of these devastating wars carried on between the Baha.
mani and Vijayanagara kings, Dévaraya was. very . liberal and
_considerate “towards “the Musalmans. He enlisted Musalmans as
‘soldiers in his army, gave their leaders jagirs, erected a mosque for

*Tour., Bombay Branch, Royal Asiatic -Sdc_:'. XIT, '338. '
tA Forgotien Empire, p. 57. )
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them at the capital and commanded that they be allowed to practiss CHAPTER 2.
their religion undisturbed.” “ Virupaksa Vasantotsava Campu’ —_—
describes a spring festival held at Vijayanagar at this time, at which v H“t‘fz;m
soveral chiefs from Dharwar, viz., the chief of Bhujanganagara (I{%‘é‘gls%).
(Havanir), the chief of Laksmangévara (Laksmé$var) and the chief - Vijayanagara-
of Dambala-pura-dééa (Dambal country) were present. A perusal Bahamani Contest.
of the local chronicles and inscriptionst would show that the country =

was thickly populated enjoying peace and prosperity. However, the

atrocities of the Mohamadan neighbour had brought much unrest

and confusion in the kingdom, '

In 1443, hearing that Dévaraya of Vijayanagara had sent his son
to besiege Bankapur, Ahmad Shah Bahamani despatched Malik-ut-
Tujar with the Daulatabad division to oppose him, and the Vijaya-
nagara troops were forced to raise the siege. :

In 1454, Navalgund, about twenty miles north-east of Dharwar, Revolt at Naval-
which is mentioned as the head-gquarters of a sirkdar or province, was guﬁ‘ghaf;;?st
the scene of an attempted revolt. Jeldl Khan the governor of the '
province and brother-in-law of Ala-ud-din Bahamani II (1435-57),
taking advantage of the king’s illness seized a large tract of country
round Navalgund which he placed in charge of his son Shikandar
Khan. In spite of his illness Ala-ud-din marched against the rebels
who fled before him. Shikandar Khan induced Sultan Mahmud
Khilji of Malwi and the ruler of Khiandesa to enter the Deccan with
a large army. Against this force Ala-ud-din marched in person, but
before the armies met Shikandar’s allies withdrew, as they had
moved on the assurance that Ala-ud-din was dead. With two
thousand Afghans and Rajputs Shikandar fled to Navalgund.

Khwaja Mahmud Gawan pursued him, besieged Bankapar, and

on a promise of pardon persuaded him to surrender.

On going to court he was received into favour, and in

1455 Navalgund was restored to him. In 1457, on the accession of

the new king Humayun Shah (1457-61), disappointed at not receiving

the government of Telangana, Shikandar and his father began to

raise troops at Navalgund, and defeated Khan Jehan, the governor ~* 7177 -
of Berar, who was sent against them. After Khan Jehan’s defeat the ' "
king marched against the rebels, in the hope of inducing them to
submit. But Shikandar Khan, relying on the attachment and bravery
of his troops, with eight thousand Deccanis and Rajputs marched out
to offer battle, and by night surprised the king’s camp with success.
In consideration of their close relationship and former friendship the
king sent Shikandar word that in spite of his crime in appearing in
arms against his_sovereign, if he would surrender, he would grant
him a free pardon and confer on him an estate in Daulatabad.
To this Shikandar Khdn returnéd an insolent answer. Humayun
ordered the line to attack, and Shikandar repeatedly repulsed the
vigorous charges of the royal army. The action remained uncertain,
till Mahmud Gawan with the Bijapar division and Khawaja ]ehaii
Turk with the army of Telangana at the same time charged
Shikandar’s right and left wings and the rebels began to give way.

*Historical Imbiiption's'Aof"'Southérn Indm, p. 219, .. LT R
1Further Sources.of Vijayanagara History. )
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with little trouble. It was recovered by Bijapiir in May of the same CHAPTER 2.
year, but before the close of 1510 (November 25th) was again taken — .

and permanently held by the Portuguese. It is said that in 1512 Vi gﬁ?ﬁ:&ﬂ
some Hindu, chiefs came from Vengapur (ie. Bankipiir) to ({33(,1_1565)A
Dalboquerque. They had brought with them sixty beautifully dressed  Vijayanagara- -
horses and asked that they might have the management of the Adil Shahi Contest,
lands of Goa and that they might have 800 horses a year. Go¢ taken by
Dalboquerque gave them the horses, because their chief was a useful £ orivguese.
ally as his land was a veritable and safe road to Vijayanagara and

as his people were skilful saddle-makers.® :

About 1520 Krsnadéva Riya completely defeated Ismail Adil Shah
(1510-34) and restored the kingdom of Vijayanagara to its former
limits.t The absence of any Musalman success for several years after
Krsnadéva Raya’s victory may be gathered from Ferishta’s narrative,
which passes in silence over the sixteen years between 1520 and 1535,
Among the people of Dharwar the rule of Krsna Raya and his
brother Acyuta Raya—for the two names always go together—is
remembered as a time of happiness and ideal government. Though,
as best known members of the dynasty, Krsna and Acyuta have
probably gained a traditional credit for works which were not theirs,
the brothers seem to have had a great share in constructing the
system  of water works for which Dharwar and the neighbouring
country are famous. They also seem rightly to have the credit of
introducing the Rai Rekha Mar survey which formed the
basis of all later revenues settlements.}

After the death of Krsnadéva Raya which probably occurred in
1529, Acyuta Raya seems to have gone on reigning till 15342. After
Acyuta Raya’s death, though he kept representatives of the old
family as the nominal heads of the state, the real control was seized
by Rama Réja, who is said to have been the son of Krsnadéva Riya’s
minister. Rama Raja was an able and a vigourous ruler. In 1547
he made a treaty with Dom Joao de Castro, the Portuguese viceroy,
with the object of encouraging trade and of resisting the power
of Bijapur. In this treaty Hubli or Obeli is mentioned as a place
of trade in saltpetre and iron for Bijapur country.

*Commentaries of Dalboquerque, 111, pp. 246, 247,

{Rice’s Mysore, I, 230. Of this great victory the Portuguese historian
Faria-y-Souza (Kerr's Voyages, VI, 179), probably from Vijayanagara sources,
gives the following details: In 1520, Krishna Raya, king of Vijayanagar,
collected 85,000 horse, 730,000 foot, and 586 elephants with 12,000 water-
carriers and 20,000 dancing-girls, to recover the great castle of Rachol, that is
Raichur, which Bijapur had taken from him. Adil Shah came to relieve
Raichur, but was defeated and forced to fly, forty Portuguese in his. army
fighting with great valour. Krishna Raya pressed the siege but with no success,
till Christopher de Fiqueredo and twenty Portuguese came with horses,
Fiqueredo asked the king if he might attempt to assault the fort. Krishna
Raya agreed, and, the second assault being well backed by the Vijayanagar
troops, was successful. Soon after Adil Shah sent an embassy to Krishna
Raya, asking for the restoration of prisoners and plunder. Krishna Raya
agreed on condition that Adil Shah would acknowledge his supreme authority
as emperor of Kanara and come to kiss his foot, This degrading condition
was accepted but its performance was delayed. Meanwhile Ray de Melo, who
commanded in Goa, taking advantage of the decline of Bijapur power, took
part of the county near the isle of Goa. :

“{Captain, afterwards Sir G. Wingate, in Bom. Gov. Sel. CLV 74, 75,
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The political condition of the Dekkan at this period had become
complex owing to the disruption of the Bahamani kingdom. After
the death of Muhammad Shah Bahamani in 1482, the nobles
one after another deserted his successor Mahmmud Shah and
established their independence. Yusuf Adil Shah became practically
independent in 1489. Malik Ahmad founded the city of Ahmed-
nagar and assumed the title of Ahmad Nizam Shah in the same year.
A little later Qasim Barid raised his standard as sovereign at Bidar.
Imad Shah of Bidar had become independent already in 1485.
Qutb Shah at Golkonda, like Adil Shah, did not at once renounce
his allegiance to the Bahamani throne, but became independent in
1512. Thus the Bahamani kingdom broke up into five separate states.
Though they were quarrelling among themselves for territory, they

used to combine together for a common cause against the Hindu
state of Vijayanagara.

In 1545, the Portuguese made a treaty with Ibrahim Adil Shah of
Bijapur by which they were to surrender the rebel prince Abdullah.
But they broke away from this treaty and in 1547 concluded
a triple alliance with Vijayanagara and Ahmednagar for the purpose
of conquering the Bijapur kingdom. The Bijapur power had become
intolerable - at this time. In 1551 Rama Raja of Vijayanagara
and Burhan Nizam Shah made an alliance against Bijapur and took

Raicur and Mudkal, and the Raicur Doab was restored to the Hindu
monarchy.

Aliya Ramaraya’s (1542-64) success in grasping the whole power
at Vijayanagara had so intoxicated him with a sense of his own -
importance that he offended his dangerous Mussalman neighbours
in the Dekkan, each of whom considered himself insulted by the
Hindu ruler’s overbearing conduct. The result was that Ali Adil
Shah conceived the possibility of united attack by all the four Dekkani
powers in alliance on the kingdom and city of Vijayanagara
with the object of accomplishing the complete overthrow of the
Hindu empire. He sent an embassy first to Hussain Nizam Shah
and gained his approval of the plan which was ratified by
intermarriages between the younger members of the two families.
The Golkonda and Bidar Sultans also agreed to join in this
“holy war”. In 1565 the Mussalman forces from all the four states
met at Bijapur and began their march. At last at the great battle
fought on the banks of the Krsna at a place called Rakkasa Tangadgi,
eighteen miles south of Talikoti in the Muddébihal taluka of the
Bijapur district, Rama Raja was defeated and slain, and Vijayanagara
taken and sacked.. The chronicler relates that according to the best
quthorities. more than 100,000 Hindus lost their lives. King
Sadasiva, Rama Raja’s brother, and his family fled for safety to
Penukopda. The plunder of the wealthy citizens was so great that
every private man in the allied conquering army became rich.

- Jealoasy between Ahmednagar and Bijapur, the two leading
Mussalman powers, prevented the transfer of the Vijayanagara
territories to Mussalman rule. Sadasiva continued to be the sovereign
subsequent to the defeat for some years. In 1569, Sadasiva was still
reigning, as recorded in the inscriptions of Kurnool, Chittoor and
Coimbatore, -~ -« 0 e B
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The splendour of the Vijayanagar empire has been a subject of
description at the hands of Indian writers and foreign travellers.

Barbosa (a Portuguese officer in India) speaks of it as of great

extent, highly populous and the seat of an active commerce in
country diamonds, rubies from Pegu, silks of China and Alexandria,
and cinnabar, camphor, musk, pepper and sandal from Malabar.
Domingos Paes gives a graphic description of this best provided
city in the world, stocked with provisions of varied corn. He says :—
“In this city you will find men belonging to every nation and people,

because of the great trade which it has and the many precious

stones there, principally diamonds.” Abdur Razzag (a Persian
ambassador at the Vijayanagar court) also speaks in the same tone
in regard to the pomp and glory of the people then. Unbounded
prosperity prevailed during this period. According to Paes there
were temples in every street, for these appertain to institutions like
the confraternities you know of in our parts, of all the craftsmen
and merchants.” Abdur Razzaq observes, that there were
“300 sea ports, every one of which is equal to Kalikot (Calicut).”
. Commercial relations were maintained with the islands in the Indian
Ocean, the Malay Archipelago, Burma, China, Arabia, Persia,
South Africa, Abyssinia and Portugal. The coinage was in three kinds
of metals—gold, silver and copper. Govindraja (a native of Kanci-
puram and contemporary of Krsnadéva Raya) speaks of the various
types of dress worn by the king, nobility, army and others. The
ordinary people, however, were ‘groaning under heavy taxation.’

Society seems to have been very much progressive during this
period. Women had attained a very high position. According to
Nuniz (a Portuguese horse-dealer), who spent three years in Vijaya-
nagara (1535-37), ‘He (the king of Vijayanagara) has also women
who wrestle, and others who are soothsayers, and he has women who
write all the accounts of expenses that are incurred inside the gates, and
others whose duty it is to write all the affairs of the kingdom and com-
pare their books with those of the writers outside. He has women also
for music, who play instruments and sing. Even the wives of the
king are well-versed in music........ It is said that he has judges,
as well as bailiffs and watchmen who every night guard the palace
and they are women. In addition it is stated that the Vijaya-
nagara State maintained a large police force of 12,000 on the
income derived from the proceeds of the brothels! The Raghu-
nathabhyudayam speaks very highly regarding the literary acquire-
ments of women. Polygamy prevailed in those days. Nicholo
Conti, an Italian who came to Vijayanagara in 1420 or 1421, rather
exaggerates when he observes that the king had 12,000 wives,
Brahmins had assumed a supreme position. The geat Vidyaranya
and Vyasariya, who were the Rajagurus, and many generals were
Brahmins by birth. 'The kings of Vijayanagara were giving equal

treatment to people of different communities. People were against.

eating the flesh of oxen and cows. The period under survey is
eminently known for its cultural and artistic achievements. - Krsna-
déva.Raya (1509-29) himself is known to have written five works
in Samskrt. The Astadiggajas (famous poets) flourished in his
court. Paddanna, the poet-laureate, enjoyed the respect both of the
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monarch and of the people. In matters of art and architecture, the
best of the specimens happen to be the Vitthalaswami and the Hazéra
Riamayana temples. Even painting and music had attained high
eminence. The accounts of Domingos Paes and other foreign
travellers have spoken of the paintings on the walls of the royal
palace which have unfortunately not survived. The Lepaksi and
Brhadi$vara temples, however, contain very fine specimens of

- painting.

MusLiv Rure (1565-1686). -

In 1569, MurTaZA Nizam SHAH, SULTAN OF AHMEDNAGAR, quarrelled
with Ali Adil Shah of Bijapur who apparently had occupied part of
Vijayanagara kingdom and attacked his territory seizing Dharwar.
In 1570 the feeling of rivalry between Ahmednagar and Bijapur grew
less keen. With the Kalikat chief they formed a great alliance
against the Portuguese, and agreed that if successful Ahmednagar
should keep the north Portuguese possessions and Bijapur overrun
the south. The Portuguese defenders of Cheul and Goa defeated
the efforts both of the Ahmednagar and of the Bijapur armies.
Still the alliance led to a more friendly feeling between Ahmed-
nagar and Bijapur, and in 1573 Ali Adil Shah (1557-79), the Bijapur
king, was able to arrange that while Abhmednagar spread its power
northwards, he should be left free to conquer the Karnataka. In
1573 he marched against Dharwir, one of the strongest forts in the
Karndtaka, which was held by an officer of the late Rima Rija

~ who had assumed independence. The fort fell after a siege of

six months and the surrounding country was annexed to Bijapur. The
Bijapur king next marched against Bankapur, the capital of Velapa
Raya, formerly a servant of the Vijayanagara kings but now indepen-
dent. After vain appeals for help to Venkatadri, the brother of his
former master, Velapa Raya defended himself with such vigour that he
nearly forced the Bijipur troops to raise the siege. The Musalmans
were specially annoyed by night atttacks from the Karnataka infantry,
who, valuing their lives but little, entered the tents at night naked
and covered with oil and stabbed the Musalman soldiers in their
sleep. This novel form of attack caused a panic among the
Musalmans and their sufferings were increased by the activity of
the enemy in cutting off their supplies. But in Mustapha Khin the
Bijapur army had a good commandant. With the help of his Borgi,
that is apparently Badagi (morthern), that is Maratha-Telugy,
cavalry, he reopened his lines of communication and by placing
a strong guard of sentries round the camp checked the night attacks.
The siege was pressed, and after a year and three months the
Musalmans were rewarded by the surrender of Bankapur. The
Bijapur king ordered a superb temple within the fort to be destroyed,
and himself laid the first stone of a mosque which was built upon

‘the foundation. Many towns and districts were conferred upon

Mustapha Khan, and till his assassination in Bankapur in 1579 the
whole of the conquered country remained under his management.
According to Hindu accounts the power of the Vijayanagara kings
continued at least in name till 1584. Though in 1593 the Hindus for
a time regained Bankapur, 1575, the year of the fall of Bankapur,
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may be taken as the date when Dharwar came under Bijapur rule.
Dharwar continued under Bijapur sway for about a hundred years,
till the capture of Bijapur by the Emperor Aurangzeb in 1686. Of
these hundred years almost no details are recorded.

About 1623 during Jahangirs reign William Hawkins wrote
describing the injustice and oppression of Mughal rule in India in
his day and the ruthlessness with which the treasury was enriched.
Muhammad Adil Shah of Bijapur refused to accept the supremacy
of the Mughal emperor and was besieged by the latter’s troops.
In 1633, the emperor Shah Jahan invaded the Dekkan and “laid
waste ” the country of Bijapur. It was in 1637 that Sahaji Bhonsle,
who for several years had kept the kingdom of Ahmednagar under
his direct influence, entered service in the court of Muhammad
Adil Shah of Bijapur on the extirpation of Ahmadnagar by Shah
- Jahan. This was a period of extreme confusion and disorder in
the Dekkan. In 1647 Sivaji broke out into open rebellion against
his father and seized the latter’s jagirs and several forts. He
rebelled against the Adil Shahi Sultan of Bijapur and established
himself as a leading chief with Kalyan as his capital.

In the latter part of the seventeenth century, before Bijapur was
weakened by the attacks of Sivaji, Dharwar seems to have been
full of villages of weavers and Hubli to have been a place of
much wealth and of great trade. In 1673, while ravaging Bijapur
territory, which was under Muslim rule and was, therefore, looked
upon by the Marathas as enemy territory, a Maritha army under
Anpaji Dattu plundered the rich mercantile town of Hubli, the
centre of a number of manufacturing villages. Merchants of all
nations were pillaged; and the Bijapur troops, which had been
stationed for the defence of the town, destroyed any property which
the Marathas had left. The English factory at Karwar which was
said to have employed 50,000 weavers in the Dharwar villages,
had a broker at Hubli to sell all kinds of imports and gather the
cloth intended for England. The Hubli factory was plundered
and, according to English accounts, goods were lost worth about
£ 2,773 (7894 pagodas). The English claimed compensation, but
Sivaji declared that, except some petty damage estimated by him
at about £ 70 (200 ps.) his troops had done:them no harm. In
1674 Sivaji fortified Nargund thirty miles north of Dharwar, and
took Dharwér. About the same time, 1673, Abdul Karim Khin,
the ancestor of the former Nawab of Savaniir (a State now merged
in Dharwar district), on behalf of Bijaipur was appointed chief
captain against the Marathas and governor of the province or
sarkdr of Bankapur, which, under Bijapur, included sixteen districts
or pargandas, the chief among them being Nasrabad or Dharwar
and Gadag. '

In 1685, Sultan Muassim, Aurangzeb’s son, marched in the name
of the Delhi emperor to regain the south-west portions of the
Bijapur kingdom which Sivaji had overrun. He took Hubli and
Dharwar, a place of respectability and strength, and placed garri-
sons in them. But in spite of this success he had to withdraw
tewards Ahmednagar, as his army was greatly reduced by famine

-4 Vf 2-6
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and pestilence. In 1686, 15th October, on the capture of Bijapur
by Aurangzeb, the rest of the Bijapur territories in Dharwar passed
to the Mughals.

Mucuar Rure (1686-1720).

THE MvueHAL RULE of the country was purely military
and did not last long, Abdul Rahuf Xhin, son of Abdul
Karim Khan, the Bijapur governor of Bankipur, entered the
emperor's service and received a large share of the Bombay
Karnataka. Abdul Rahuf at first made his head-quarters at Banka-
pur, but he afterwards moved to Savanur about six miles to the
north-east. He left the revenue management of his territories to
the hereditary Hindu officers, of whom the chief were the désais of
Navalgund, Sirahatti, Havanar, and Dambal. The death of
Aurangazeb in 1707 led to the establishment of two Maratha
principalities under two of Sivaji's grandsons, Satara under Sahu and
Kolhapur under Sarhbhaji.

Marataa Rure (1720-1818).

In 1719 THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF THE SYEDS who deposed the
Emperor Farrukh-Sivar (1713-1719) Sahu received three imperial
grants for the cauth or one-fourth and the sardésmukhi or one-tenth
of the revenues of the six Deccan provinces, among them Bijapar
which included Dharwar. The third grant was the swaraj or home
rule of sixteen districts, the only one of which within Dharwar
limits was Gadag. After this great cession of territory Fatesing
Bhonsle, Raja of Akalkot about twenty-three miles south-east of
Solapur, was appointed to collect the tribute and revenue due from
Kamataka. In 1723 the Nizam was created viceroy of the Deccan
by the Emperor of Delhi and assumed independence. In those
parts of Bombay Karnataka which were not included in the Maratha
home rule territory or swardj, or had not been wholly ceded in
grant, the Nizam divided the revenue with the Marathas. As viceroy
of the Deccan he interfered to suppress disturbances in Bijapar
Karnataka, and appointed a new governor or subhedar to that
district. Though Sahu had received the imperial grant of a large
share of Karnataka and though his claims to levy a fourth and
a tenth of the revenues of all lands formerly held by the Mughals
had been admitted, so great was the local power of the chiefs of
Kolhdpur and Savanir that Fatesing Bhonsle, the Marathad general,
scarcely ventured to cross the Krsna. In 1726, on the pretext of
levying one-fourth and one-tenth shares of the revenue, Pefava
Bajirao (1720-1740), with a large army under Fatesing Bhonsle,
marched into Karnataka. They plundered places as far as Sriranga-
pattana, but made no attempt to establish their power. In 1730.
under a treaty between the chiefs of Satara and Kolhapur, though
Sahu and the Pe$ava continued to exercise sovereignty over the
2ountry between the Krsna and the Tungabhadra, excepting some
forts, it was actually assigned to Kolhapur.

During these changes the Savanir Nawib who, though no longer
dependent on the Mughals was subordinate to the Nizam, acquired
so large a territory that in 1746 he ventured to resist the authority of
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the farmer of the Maratha dues from the country between the
Krsna and the Tungabhadra. This brought on him a Maratha
invasion against which he was unable to cope. In 1747 he had to
agree to a treaty by which he yielded to the Pe$ava the whole of
the present sub-divisions of Dharwar, Navalgund and Gadag, and
parts of Ranebenniir and X6d. He was allowed to keep Hubli,
Bankapur, Hangal, and other districts together with his family
possession, the fort of Bankdpur. It is doubtful whether the terms
of this treaty were fully carried out. In 1755, while Pefavd
Balaji’s army was encamped on the north bank of the Krsnd on
its march to the South Karnataka, an officer of the PeSava, Muzaffar
Khan by name, formerly in M. Bussy’s service, deserted the Pe$ava
and joined Abdul Hakim Khan, the Nawab of Savaniir, who had
about this time thrown off his allegiance to the Nizam. The Pefava
demanded the deserter’s surrender and as the Nawab refused to
give him up, the Marathd army crossed the Krsna, and attacked
Savanar. The Prime Minister of Haidarabad, Shah Nawaz Khan,
who was at this time in league with the PeS$ava, observing so
formidable an advance of Maratha troops, gathered an army of
observation. The Pefava sent agents to declare that he had no
intention to make war on the Nizam, that the object of his advance
was to reduce the Nawab of Savaniir, their common enemy whose
power, he said, was formidable both to the Nizam and to the
Marathas, and if not crushed would spread over the whole Karnataka.
Accordingly, a force from Haidarabad joined the Marathas and
under Bussy’s directions the artillery opened so heavy a fire on
Savantir that after a siege of three months the Nawab was obliged
to yield. To secure the withdrawal of the Maratha troops, the
Nawab, in addition to a large cash payment, to raise which he was
forced to pledge Bankapar fort to Holkar, was compelled to cede
eleven more districts, among them Hubli and Misrikote. In return

he received some districts in Ranebenniir and the sub-division of

Parasgad in Belgaum. The Pesava seems not to have taken the
newly acquired territory under his direct management, but to have
left most of it to the local désais whom he made responsible for the
revenue.

In 1762 Haidar Ali deposed the Hindu king of Mysore and
usurped his authority. By 1763 Haidar’s conquests had spread far
north of the Tungabhadra. The friendship of Savanuar became of
importance to Haidar and through his general Fazl Ullah he

suggested to the Savantr chief Abdul Hakim Khan the advantages of

an alliance. Next year (1764), as the Savanar chief refused to
separate from the Marathas, Haidar marched against Savanar, and
after some resistance reduced the Nawab to submission, while Fazl
Ullah Khan took Dharwar and coverran the country as far north as
the Krsna. In Poona great preparations were made to repel Haidar’s
invasion. An army under Pesavd Madhavrao (1762-1773) marched
tewards the Krsna. Gopalrao Patvardhan who was sent in advance
crossed the Krsna but was defeated by Fazl Ullah. In May 1764,
when the Pe$ava approached with an army of 30,000 horse and as many
foot, Fazl Ullah, leaving a strong garrison in Dharwir, fell back on
Haidar’s army, which, quitting its entrenched camp at Anavatti in
Mysore about twenty-five miles south of Bankdpur and advancing
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towards Savanir, took a strong position near Rattéhalli about thirty-
six miles south of Savaniir. Here, when joined by Fazl Ullah,
the whole force under Haidar’s command amounted to about
20,000 horse and 40,000 foot, ¢f which one-half were disciplined
infantry. The PeSava gaining through his cavalry correct information
of the strength of Haidar’s position, determined not to attack it, and
instead employed his troops in driving out Haidar’s garrisons from
the towns and villages north of the Varada. In the hope of bringing
on a general engagement, Haidar moved with 20,000 men intending
to retire and draw the Marathas towards the strong position which
Fazl Ullah held with the main body of the army. The Marithas
threw out a few bodies of skirmishers  who, retiring as he advanced,
drew Haidar forward until their parties, always retiring but gradually
thickening, at last formed solid masses of horse, which gradually
moved round between Haidar and his camp and forced him, not
without heavy loss, to change his feigned retirement into a real
retreat. He then fell back on his entrenched position at Anavatti.
The Pesava followed and after a few days appeared to be moving
columns to invest his camp. Haidar, fancying he saw a chance of
cutting off one of the Maratha columns, moved out with 2,000
infantry, 1,000 horse, and four light guns. He was again enticed
to advance too far and was completely surrounded. The speed of
their horses saved Haidar and about fifty of his cavalry ; the rest of
the corps was destroyed. The approach of the south-west monsoon

(June) put a stop to further hostilities. The PeSava cantoned for

the rains at Naréndra, about five miles north of Dharwar, billetting
his horsemen among all the villages within a radius of tweénty miles.
As soon as the season allowed (October), the Pefava laid siege to
Dharwar. He succeeded in breaching the wall, and the town
capitulated. The whole country north of the Varada was now in
his possession, except Mundagdd in North Kanara, and this, when
the weather cleared, he speedily reduced. Madhavarao Pe§ava made
over the command of the army to his uncle Raghunathrao or Raghoha
who in 1765 pursued Haidar across the Tungabhadrd and forced
him to agree to a treaty under which, besides paying 32 lakhs of
rupees, he gave up all claims on Savanar. Dharwar remained under
the Marathas till 1773.

Taking advantage of the troubles at Poona caused by the death
of Madhavrao Pesava (1762-73), Haidar sent a strong detachment in
1778 under his son Tipu to recover the districts conquered by the
Mardthas in 1764. Haidar entered into close relations with Raghu-
nithrao, the uncle of the murdered Pe$ava Narayanrao, acknowledged
him head of the Marathas, and agreed to support him. In 1776, accord-
ing to Mysore accounts, in return for the gift of sixteen lakhs of rupees
Raghoba agreed that Haidar should take and hold the. country to
the south of the Krspa. Haidar crossed - the Tungabhadrd, took
Bankapur and Savanir, and continued to push northwards till the
rains (June 1776) stopped active operations. He returned to ths
south, leaving a chosen body of troops in Bankapur with directions
to watch, and as far as possible prevent supplies passing to the
Dharwar garrison which had not been reduced. Meanwhile, the
Poona ministers opposed to Raghunathrao obtained from the Nizam
a promise to act with them against Haidar, Before the joint Marathj
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and Nizim armies could march, a small force under Konherrao
Patvardhan and Pandurang was (1776) sent to drive Haidar’s troops
out of Savanar. Muhammad Ali, the Mysore general and Raghdba’s
agent in command of a body of auxiliary Marathas, came up with
the troops under Patvardhan at Sansi about twenty-five miles
south-east of Dhérwar. Finding the Poona force drawn up in
order of battle, Muhammad Ali began the action with his cavalry.
He feigned a check and retiring in apparent disorder was thought-
lessly followed by the Marathas who, confident of victory, pursued
in headlong haste till the fugitive Musalmans suddenly disappeared
through openings in a powerful reserve. At the same time a body
of men in ambush poured into the flanks of the Marathas a tremend-
ous-fire of grape and musketry. The slaughter was serious and the
confusion hopeless. Muhammad Ali made a determined charge at
the head of his cavalry, and completing the rout, continued the
pursuit for nine miles and captured many of the Marathas among

them their leader Pandurang. After this defeat, in 1777, the main

body of the Maratha army of about 30,000 men under Para$urambhau,
the most distinguished member of the Patvardhan family, and the
Nizam’s army about 40,000 strong under Tbrahim Khan, marched
against Haidar. The Nizam’s forces were brought off and the
Marathas recrossed the Krsnda without risking an action. This left
the field open to Haidar who in 1778 took Dharwar after a protracted
siege. After the fall of Dharwar, Badami and Jalihal in South
Bijapur were taken and Hyder was waster of the whole country south
of the Krsna. He left Nargund, Navalgund, Dambal, and Sirahatti,
and other strong places in the hands of their estate-holders or désdis
on their acknowledging his supremacy and agreeing to pay tribute.
The Pcona ministers were too fully occupied with the war against
Raghunithrao and the English to allow them to make a serious
attempt to recover Karnataka. Hyder wused this interval .to
strengthen his hold on the country by a close alliance with Hakim
Khan, the Nawab of Savaniir. In 1779 the eldest son of the Nawab
was married to Haidar's daughter and Hyder’s second son was
married to the Nawab’s daughter. These alliances led Hyder to
support the Nawab in nominally recovering almost all the posses-
sions which his father had in 1756 ceded to the Marathas. From
this time till Hyders death in 1782 Hakim Khan prospered.

In 1779, as the Poona ministers were anxious to secure his aid
in driving the English out of India, Hyder’s right to the Maratha
territories south of the Krsna was admitted on payment by him of
a yearly sum of Rs. 11,00,000 to represent the Maratha share of the
revenue. Afterwards, when the war with the Enghsh was nearly
over and when the treaty of Salbai (1782) was in progress, Nana

Phadnavis, the Pe§ava’s minister at Poona, tried to persuade Hyder

to restore the territory north of the Tungabhadra, threatening, if
Hyder refused, to join the English in attacking Mysore. But the

rivalry between Nana and Mahadaji Sinde and the death of Haidar

in 1782 prevented Nana from gaining his object. After Hyder’s
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death, Nana Phadnavis called on Tipu to make good the arrears

of tribute. Tipu acknowledged that tribute was due but evaded
paying it. A conference was arranged between Nana and the Nizam
to form plans for recovering the territory to the south of the Krspa.
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But they failed to come to an agreement and Tipu remained in
possession. The Savanior Nawab, who after Haidars death (1782)
had gone over to the Marathas, incurred Tipu's wrath, who drove
his family out and forced him to take refuge at Poona. In 1785,
by demanding a higher tribute, Tipu estranged Venkatrao, the chief
of Nargund, who had been his tributary since 1778. - As by himself
he was unable to withstand Tipu, Vénkatrao sought the help of
the Bombay Government and as they were unable to assist him
he turned to the court of Poona. When Tipu pressed Venkatrao,
Nana Phadnavis interfered. He declared that Tipu had no right
to exact more than the former tribute, that landholders on the
transfer of districts were liable to no additional payments and that
the rights of Brahman landholders except when guilty of treason were
always respected. Tipu replied by sending two bodies of troops to
demand more tribute than the Nargund chief could pay and so give
him a pretext for reducing the fort. In March 1785, when news
reached Poona that the siege of Nargund was begun, a bedy of
Marathas was sent from Poona to relieve Vénkatrao. Before the
Poona detachment arrived, want of water had forced the Mysore
troops to raise the siege. They were still in the neighbourhood, and
after some skirmishing compelled the Marathas to retire, took the
fort of Ramdurg about seven miles north of Nargund, and resumed
the siege of Nargund. On Tipu’s assurance that only the regular
tribute would be exacted, the Maratha army recrossed the Krsna.
The siege was pressed with redoubled vigour and on the strength of
the terms promised by Tipu the Nargund chief capitulated. In spite
of Tipu's promises, when the fort was taken the chief was seized
and he and his family were sent into captivity.* XKittar, a fort in
Belgaum about forty miles west of Nargund, was also seized, and
both Kittir and Nargund were garrisoned by Mysore troops.

In 1786 the Marathas and the Nizam formed an offensive alliance
against Tipu, and agreed to begin operations by taking from him
the country between the Krspa and the Tungabhadra. A detachment
of 25,000 troops, chiefly horse, under Tukoji Holkar and Ganéépant
Behere, another Maratha commander, was sent to drive Tipu’s
garrisons from the neighbourhood of Kittiir and to act against the
Mysore general Burhan-ud-din at Kittar., At the same time the
confederate army under Haripant advanced and laid siege to
Badami in South Bijapur, which after a furious and persevering
attack they succeeded in taking. Holkar's detachment drove all
Tipu’s posts from the open country in the neighbourhood of Kittir
but failed in their attack on Kittir fort. Holkar then made one
march of upwards of sixty miles to Savaniir with the object of seizing
Tipu’s chief banker Raghavéndra Naik. Raghavéndra succeeded
in escaping but two or three other smaller bankers fell into Holkars

~ *Grant Dufl’s Marathas, pp. 466-67, says that after Tipu’s forces captured
Nargund in 1785, the daughter of the Désai of Nargund was taken into Tipu’s
harem. It further says that Tipu forcibly circumcised many Hindus of the
territory south of Krsna and 2,000 Brahman disciples of Sankardcirya destroyed
themselves to avoid the disgrace. Both these statements have been disputed.
Khare (viii, p. 390-5) [quoted in Khan’s History of Tipu Sultan, Calcutta,
1951, p. 100 (f. n. 65)], regards it as fiction, The latter statement about
circumcision is not corroborated by Wilks who gives a detailed account of
the siege of Nargund. (Vol. IL, p. 286-7), ’



DHARWAR DISTRICT 87

hands and had to pay a ransom of two lakhs of rupees. At Savanir
Holkar was joined by Hakim Khan the Nawab who, though closely
related to Tipu, had been so badly treated by him that he willingly
sided with the Marathas. Holkar’s and the Nawab’s combined force
repulsed an attack by Tipu’s general Burhan-ud-din, who was forced
to retire to Jadé-Anvatti on the Varada. The confederate army under
Haripant, after the fall of Badami and the seizure of the other forts,
found itself opposed in the Nizam’s territory by Tipu himself, who
with the greater part of his army had crossed the Tungabhadra in
basket boats. As grain and forage were extremely scarce, to procure
supplies as well as to draw Tipu into the plain country, the Maratha
general marched to Savanur. Tipu followed and encamped in
a strong position within six miles of the confederates, keeping the
town of Savanur between the camps. In this situation both parties
remained for fifteen days. On the first of October Tipu made
preparations for a serious attack. He divided his force into four
columns, the left centre commanded by himself; and after the
evening meal moved off making a considerable detour with the
object of delivering a combined attack on the enemy’s left and centre.
It was arranged that about an hour after midnight, when the head
of his own column reached the point chosen for attack,
he should fire a signal gun, which was to be answered by the heads
of the three other divisions, and the attack was at once to begin.
The night was dark and rainy. On reaching a small outpost Tipu’s
column was challenged ; and Tipu, as if bent on letting the enemy
know of his approach, ordered the outpost to be fired at. He again
advanced and, when near the camp, fired the signal gun but listened
in vain for a reply. After much delay and anxiety he fired another
signal, which was answered by only one gun. He moved on and
entering the camp a little before dawn found himself with no more
than three hundred men. In the dark and wet the heads of all
the columns except his own had lost their way, and from the same
cause each column had broken into several divisions which were all
wandering at random in the dark. As the light strengthened, all
were within view and Tipu collected and arranged his troops. He
found the Maratha camp empty and their army drawn up ou
a height. They began to cannonade Tipu’s force and he, according
to his own accounts, ordered no guns of any size to fire in return.
The confederates, thinking their assailants were without large guns,
advanced carelessly against them and were repulsed with heavy loss.
The accuracy of this account is doubtful, but there is no question
that the day ended in Tipu’s favour as the confederates fell back on
a position whose left rested on the fort of Savanir.

The scarcity of forage and the weakness of their position induced
Haripant to leave Savanir and the Nawab fell back with him ten
miles. Tipu took Savaniir but lay inactive till the Moharram when
he retired to Bankapur to hold the festival. In his absence Haripant
without opposition breached, stormed, and took Sirahatti, a fortified
town twenty miles north-east of Savanar. While in Savanar Tipu
sent a messenger nominally to treat of peace but, according to his
own statement and as the event showed, with the object of throwing
the enemy off their guard. On pretence of forage Tipu moved and
made a successful night attack on the confederate camp and secured
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the splendid equipage of the Nizam’s general and 500 camels which
carried it. ' :

In 1787, fearing that the English were about to take part against
him, Tipu made a treaty with the Marathas ceding them Nargund
and in return receiving back the other towns and districts which
the Marathas had taken. Tipu also agreed to pay the Maratha
share of the revenue and to restore to the Nawab of Savanir the
territory which he held before his son’s marriage with Haidar’s
daughter. The Nawab dreading Tipu’s treachery accompanied ths
Marathas to Poona. Tipu never meant to fulfil these engagements.
As soon as the Marathas had recrossed the Krsna, the Mysore troops
retook Kittir. The Marathas were much annoyed by Tipu’s faith-
lessness and as both the English and the Nizam were interested in
preventing increase of Tipu's power, in 1790 when his attacks on
Travankore gave the English grounds for acting against Tipu,
an offensive alliance was formed against him by the English, the
Marathas and the Nizam. Afier preliminaries were settled the
Maratha force was placed under Para$urambhau Patvardhan whom
the English engaged to supply with a detachment of British troops.
The Sth and 11th battalions of Native Infantry, one company of
European and two companies of Native Artillery, with six field
pieces, which was the force named to act with the Marathas, sailed
from Bombay under the command of Captain Little about the 20th
of May 1790. They disembarked at Sangamé$var in Ratnagiri on
the 29th of May, reached the top of the Amba pass by the 16th June
and arrived at a village not far from Tasgaon, about fifty miles east
of the Amba pass, on the 18th, where they joined Para$uram’s army.
The combined force did not cross the Krsna till the 11th of August
As they advanced they found no difficulty in driving out Tipu’s
soldiery and the country was rapidly occupied until they came to
the village of Naréndra, about five miles north of Dharwar. When
they reduced Naréndra the Maratha force was daily joined by small
parties till the whole amounted to 25,000 horse, 15,000 foot, and
fifteen pieces of heavy cannon twenty-four pounders and upwards.
The fort of Dharwar was held for Tipu by Badr-uz-Zaman Khan.
one of his most trusted generals, with a garrison of seven thousand
regulars and three thousand irregulars armed with match-lecks and
swords. The combined English and Maratha army appeared before
the fort on the 18th of September. Till the 30th of October nothing
of importance was done. On the 30th of October the English
detachment attacked a body of the defenders who were posted
cutside the walls of the town. The defenders were driven back
with the loss of three guns and a large number of killed and wounded.
The loss on the side of the English was ten men killed and fifty-nine
wounded. After this attack nothing further took place till the 13th
of December when the British force attacked and took the town
with a loss of sixty-two English and several hundred Marathas killed
and wounded. The town was reoccupied by the defenders but they
were driven out. As the siege made little progress, on the 28th of
December the British contingent was strengthened by the 2nd
Bombay Regiment and the ninth battalion of Native Infantry from
Bombay under Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick and afterwards by
a corps about 300 strong, fifty of them Europeans of all nations and
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the rest natives, commanded by Mr. Yvons, an English gentleman CHAPTER 2.
in the Pesava’s service. In spite of these reinforcements, the siege Histo
languished, On the 13th of March (1790) Colonel Frederick died yi,pre Rore
worn out by delays and disappointments.. The siege was kept up — (1720-1818).
till the 4th of April, or twenty-nine weeks in all, when the garrison, War with Tipu
reduced by desertion and death from 10,000 to 3,000, capitulated.  (1786-92).
During the siege the loss of the English detachment was 500 killed %8¢ O;,,QDJWMW’
and wounded, of whom one hundred were Europeans ; the Maratha o
loss was estimated at 3,000. After the fall of Dharwar, several places,

among them KuSgal fort about twelve miles to the south-east of

Dharwar and the rich trading town of Hubli, surrendered to the

Marathas. The scene of war between the confederates and Tipu

was fransferred to the country south of the Tungabhadra ; and the

whole of the Bombay Karnataka passed to the Marathas.

In spite of the frequent wars, when it passed from Tipu to the Condition, 1790-
Marathas the district was fairly prosperous. From Moor’s Narrative 1800.
of Captain Little’s detachment we learn that for about sixteen miles
north of Dhirwar the country was very rich ; no garden mould could
be richer. The lands near Dharwar were in the highest state of
tillage, affording the cattle luxuriant pasturage and the army plentiful
supplies.  About ten miles south-east of Dharwér the country round
Hubli was well wooded and watered and, allowing for the time of
the year (April), was in the highest tillage. Though there were no
ornamental buildings, the town of Hubli was a rich centre of trade
sending sandalwood and ivory to the western coast chiefly through
Goa, and receiving silk, cotton goods and rice. Many rich bankers
negotiated bills on distant places and had such weight in the money
market that the exchange and the cwrency of a great part of the
neighbouring country was controlled by Hubli.. Though the town
of Savanir, about thirty-six miles south-east of Dharwar, had lately
(1786) been ruined, the country round it was rich and well tilled.
About ten miles south of Savanir near Dévagiri the country was
well wooded, watered, and tilled. At Havéri and Motébennir,
about ten miles south-east of Dévagiri, the country had the same
rich appearance. Motébenniir, a market town, was particularly
flourishing with stone houses and a brisk traffic with Mysore,
chiefly in sandalwood. Birgi, about four miles further south,
was almost surrounded with groves and gardens. Ranébennir
in the extreme south-east of the district was a market
town of some extent and importance with large gardens and groves
to the east and north. In times of peace the country was full of
oxen and sheep; the sheep for food, the oxen for work. Sheep
were very cheap, selling at 4 to the rupee. Fowls were abundant,
about 20 to the rupees ; there were no geese, turkies, or tame ducks.
The forests had tigers, bears and leopards, a few lynx, and no lions
There were wolves, hyznas, jackals, and foxes on every hill, and
in the open country endless herds of antelope and other deer.
There were peafowl, partridges, quail, snipe, doves, plover, jungle-
cock, florican, and bustard. The ponds were full of duck, teal, and
wigeons. Fish were seldom eaten; the necessaries of life were
so abundant that there was no need to drain the pools. In times of
plenty grain was very cheap. A bullock-load or 160 pounds
(80 pakka shers) of millet, enough to last a family of six for a month,
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untouched country south of the Malaprabha, and for twelve years
carried on unceasing pillage and ‘murder until at last Dhondopant’s
nephew Bapu Gokhale was forced to disown and seize him. This
was not done until one-half of the population of the tract was
destroyed and tillage was confined to little circles round villages
from which the people on the approach of the enemy had to betake
themselves to the village tower. These towers with which the
villages however small were furnished were the only security the
people had for their lives, though occasionally even the towers were
set fire to and all within died of suffocation. While the north was
thus disturbed the other parts of the district were not at rest.
Contests were continually going on between the Kolhapur chief,
Parasurambhau, and Dhondopant Gokhale, sometimes jointly, some-
times each for himself. In the course of these struggles (1799)
Dhondopant appropriated Navalgund and Gadag which belonged
tc a hereditary désai; a great portion of the Bhau's territory was
ravaged and usurped by the Kolhapur chief ; and in 1799 Parasuram-
bhau was killed. In 1799 the fourth Mysore war ended on the 4th
of May by the victory of the confederate British and Nizam’s armies,
the fall of Srirangapattana and the death of Tipu.

The descriptions. of the country seem to show that it had fallen
off considerably between 1790 and 1800. In 1790 and 1791 the
ravages of ParaSuram’s army had caused ruin and famine, and
between 1790 and 1794 the uncontrolled brigandage of Dhondia
Vagh had impoverished the people.* In a private letter dated the
20th of May 1800 Major Munro wrote : Savanar and Dharwar belong
to the Pe$ava and to Appasaheb, the son of Parasurambhau. Neither
of them have much authority. Their deputies plunder each other
and are seldom able to collect the revenue as their districts are
full of a rebellious or rather of a thieving set of petty landlords.
Colonel A. Wellesley, afterwards the Duke of Wellington, while in
pursuit of Dhondia Vagh wrote in a letter to Government dated the
7th of July 1800: “Whether from a recollection of former oppres-
sions or from a sense of their inability to protect them, it is clear
that the people are averse to the government of the Bhau’s family
and desire a change.” In a letter to Major Munro on the 7th of
August 1800, Colonel Wellesley wrote, ‘1 hope that before we shall
have done in this country, if we do not take it for ourselves. we
shall establish in it a strong government, one which can keep the
relations of amity and peace. At all events, we have established
a respect for ourselves; we have gained a knowledge of and have
had friendly intercourse with the principal people; and it is not
probable that they will hereafter be very forward to encourage any

*Gleig’s Life of Munro, I 260. When in 1791 Paraéurimbhe
accompanied the English and the Nizam in their wars against Tipu he spiljr}g:(lil
havoc and dismay wherever he went. The country about Saéivhally in
Mysore befgre Parasuram’s invasion (1791) was in a very good state.  After
his destructive march not above one-fourth of the people remained alive and
these were left destitute of everyvthing which the Marathas could either carry
away or destroy. The wretched remmants of the inhabitants had again begun
to recover, when Dhondhia Vigh came among them (1790-1794). He did

not put any one to death; but he plundered the houses and even b d
of the villages, the inhabitants of which he suspected of hidi it property.
Buchanan's Mysore, III. 305. ‘ uspected. of ‘hiding their property.
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disturbance in our country. They see plainly that it is in our power
to retaliate, and from what I have seen of their country and their
mode of management, I am of opinion that at present our robbers
would get more than theirs, or in other words that they have
more to lose than we have’

According to Buchanan, the territory south of the Varada, though
tertile, was greatly inferior to the Savanir district; but both were
fast becoming desert.* Near Harihar and as far at least as Savaniir
most of the husbandmen were Lingayats. There were scarcely any
Marathas among them. Very few of the poorer people married as
the expense of the marriage ceremony was considered too great.
They pleased their mistresses by a piece of cloth after which they
lived as husband and wife ; and both the woman and her children
were as much respected as if she had been married with due
ceremonies. There were very few spinsters. Few of the men were
in the habit of going to foreign countries, and the rich had more
wives than one, which made up for the men who lived as bachelors.
The people on the banks of the Tungabhadra were remarkably fickle,
constantly changing from one side of the river to the other and at
each time changing their masters.t

After his defeat in 1794 Dhondia Vagh re-entered Tipu's service
and was offered speedy preferment if he would turn Muhammadan.
Dhondia refused, was forcibly circumcised, and was cast into prison.
He was kept in irons till he was set free by the English on the taking
of Srirangapattana in May 1799. He soon began to plunder and
with 300 men was driven from Mysore by a British force under
Colonel Stevenson and Colonel Dalrymple. He then entered
Dharwar but was attacked by Dhondopant Gokhale into whose
hands his family and effects fell. He next fled towards the territories
of the Nawab of Savanir pursued by a detachment of Maratha horse.
He offered to enter into Gokhale’s service but Gokhale refused to
receive him unless he gave himself up. He left Savanar and in
August or Sept@mber 1799 entered the Kelhapur service, the chief
readily receiving him into his army. He became too strong for the
Kolhapur chief, quarrelled with him, set up for himself, gathered
the disaffected and discontented of all parts of India, and taking
advantage of the absence of Appasiheb and Gokhale at the siege
of Kolhapur, re-entered the district and established himself so firmly
that no force which they could ‘bring could ever drive him from it.
He assumed the title of the King of the two Worlds and in the
early months of 1800 plunder ed several places near Kittar in
Belgaum on the Dharwar frontier and to the north of Dharwar.
He then established himself in the Savantr country and on the first
of May 1800 laid siege to Dambal, twelve miles south-east of Gadag.
While Dhondia was engaged at the siege of Dambal, Appasiheb
Patvardhan detached a force of 5000 cavalry and a large body of
infantry to stop his progress. Against Appa’s force Dhondia des-
patched one of equal strength. Appa’s force was attacked, beaten
and dispersed and about 300 horse were taken to Dhondlas camp.
Dhondia got possession of Dambal, advanced to Havaniir then in

*Buchanan’s Mysore TII, 318,
$Buchanan’s Mysore III, 814-15.
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the Savanpir country, and was joined by all kinds of people; chiefly
Musalmans from Aurangibad, Hyderabad, Kadappa, and almost the
whole of Tipu’s cavalry. He sent small detachments across the
Varada to take forts in that country and to make collections, and by
the 18th of June 1800, except Havanir on the left' bank of the
Tungabhadrd about sixteen miles north of Ranébennur, there was
no fort of any consequence which had not fallen into Dhondia’s

hands.

Colonel Wellesley, who was in command of the troops in Mysore,
represented that so long as Dhondia remained at large it was
impossible to settle the Maratha frontier, or to restore peace and
order in Sonde in North Kanard which had been ceded to the
English on the death of Tipu. He was ordered to march with
a large force against Dhondia and was authorized to enter Maratha
territory. He arrived at Harihar on the right bank of the Tunga-
bhadra on the 16th of June, and on the 20th of June sent a patrol
to reconnoitre the fort of Airani on the left bank of the Tungabhadra
about six miles below Harihar. The fort was left by the garrison
during the night and the English troops tcok possession on the
morning of the 2Ist. By the 24th of June Colonel Wellesley had
passed the Tungabhadra and on the 27th arrived with cavalry and
advanced pickets before Raneébennur about twelve miles west of
Airani. The fort fired on the cavalry and an attack was instantly
ordered. The assault was made by advanced pickets of fifty
Europeans and 150 Indians under the command of Lt. Col. Mony-
penny and the leading battalion. Colonel Stevenson posted cavalry
round the fort to cut off the garrison’s retreat and Lt. Col. Monypenny
led the attack with such dash that the place was escaladed without
the loss of a man. Most of the garrison of 500 men were killed.
Like the fort of Airini Réanébennur was given to Appasaheb.
Shortly after the capture of Ranébennur a detachment under Colonel

Stevenson drove Dhondia’s people out of the country between the

Varada and the Tungabhadra.

Meanwhile Dhondopant Gokhale was moving south from Kolhapur
ostensibiy to co-operate with Colonel Wellesley against Dhondia
who had removed (19th June) to Hubli. Tt was arranged that Gokhale
should not cross the Malaprabha until Colonel Wellesley had passed
the Varada and had advanced to Savantir. But before Colonel
Wellesley had passed the Varada, Gokha'e crossed the Malaprabha
and went into the Kittir district with the intention of making
peace with Dhondia. He restored to Dhondia his family and every-
thing that was taken from him in his defeat in 1799, and sent
an agent to his camp to negotiate. Hearing that after leaving him
the same agent had gone to Colonel Wellesley’s camp, Dhondia
suspected Gokhale of treachery and moved against him. Gokhale
endeavoured to draw off into the forest country north-west of Kittr,
but on the 30th of June between Dharwar and Haliyal in Kanara
Dhondia attacked his rear-guard of 250 horse and cut it to pieces.
Gokhale, who was in commarid, was slain. Four of the guns fell
into Dhondia’s hands who pursued the main body of the army
The horse escaped, some to Dharwar and others to Haliya] where
they were welcomed and protected by a British detachment. News
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of Gokhale’s defeat and death reached Colonel Wellesley at Rané-
bennur on the 2nd of July. He left Ranébennur and arrived at
Haveéri on the Poona-Harihar road on the 3rd, reached Dévagiri
on the 6th, and the right bank of the Varadi on the Tth. After
building a redoubt to guard the boats and secure communication
with the rear, he crossed to the left bank of the Varada. On the
11th Colonel Wellesley heard that Dhondia, who had been in the
Kittar country till the 7th, had advanced to Kundgola, about twenty
miles north of Savanar, with the intention of giving him battle.
Colonel Wellesley marched to Savanar on the 12th to place his
baggage in safety. On the evening of the 13th he heard that
Dhondia had come to within six miles of his camp and then returned
to Kundgdla. Leaving his baggage in Savanir, on the morning of
the 14th Colonel Wellesley marched to Kundgdla, but on the night
of the 13th Dhondia had fled about eighteen miles east to Kanveh.
Thus between the morning of the 13th and of the 14th Dhondia
marched about fifty-four miles. Dhondia had left a garrison of
600 men in Kundgola, which the British troops attacked after a march
of over twenty-two miles and when they had been under arms more
than twelve hours. The cavalry under Colonel Stevenson surrounded
the place; the gateway was attacked by the Ist battalion of the
i2th Regiment and an endeavour was made to blow it open, while
the grenadiers of the 73rd Regiment under Captain Todd, supported
by those of the Ist battalion of the 8th Regiment, escaladed the
curtain on the opposite side  with a spirit which overcame every
obstacle. The place was carried with small loss on the evening of
the 14th. As Dhondia’s people had begun to desert him at Kundgola,
Colonel Wellesley issued a proclamation offering a reward of
Rs. 30,000 for his person.

. On the 15th Colonel Wellesley marched to Lakhmésvar, a large
and rich town about sixteen miles south-east of Kundgola which was
evacuated. On the 16th he marched twelve miles north to Sirahatti
which before his arrival had been undergoing a siege for three
weeks. Colonel Wellesley spent the 17th and 18th in retracing .
his steps to Savanptr to get his baggage and provisions. Meanwhile
Dhondia had fled from Kanveh on the 15th to the forests behind
Dambal and thence on the 17th to Anmnigéri. On the night of the
19th Colonel Wellesley was joined at Savanir by part of Gokhale’s
beaten army under the command of his nephew Bapu Gokhale,
which had remained at Haliyal from the day of their defeat (30th
June). With the intention of joining Colonel Bowser, who was
coming from the Doab, Colonel Wellesley left Savantr, arrived at
Kalasa about ten miles north on the 22nd, at Lakhmé$var about
five miles further north on the 23rd where he received supplies
of cattle, and at Sirahatti about ten miles further north on the 25th,
where he was joined by about 1500 Maratha horse, the remaining
portion of Gokhale’s beaten army. On the 26th he went to Dambal,
about fifteen miles north-east, and appeared before the fort which
contained about 1,000 men. To them he offered a promise of safety,
and gave them an hour to consider till the line would come up.
They declined to accept the terms offered and the fort was surrounded
by the cavalry under Colonel Stevenson and by the Marathas under
Gokhale. The commandant of the fort fell into the hands of the British
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troops and was hanged.* The fort was handed to the Pefava’s CHAPTER 2.

commandant who had been confined in irons in the fort since Histo

Dhondia took it on the 4th of May. Mar ATHAW]}{ULE
(1720-1818).
On the 27th Colonel Wellesley arrived at Gadag, about fifteen Dhondia Vagh,

miles north, but found it empty. The fall of Dambal was a severe 1800..

blow to Dhondia, who moved from Annigéri to Saundati in

Belgaum with the object of crossing the Malaprabhda. By the 27th

of July the whole district was cleared of Dhondia and his people;

not a single stronghold was left in his hands. Colonel Wellesley

arrived at Alagavadi, about five miles north of Navalgund, on the

2%9th. From Alagavadi he marched into Belgaum, plundered and

destroyed Dhondia’s - camp on the Malaprabha, pursued him

through Belgaum, Bijapur and the Nizam’s territories, until on the

10th of September he was surprised and killed at the Nizam’s village

of Konagal. The destruction of Dhondia’s power did not free the

district from disturbance. So bitter was the feeling between Pe$ava

Bajirao and the Patvardhans that the PeSava instructed Bapu Gokhale,

kis governor or sar-subhedar of the Bombay Karnataka to harass

and annoy Appa Saheb, and in November 1801 Bapu Gokhale

brought an army and took and plundered Savanur and Haveéri.

In October 1802 Pefava Bajirao was driven by Holkar from Poona, Treaty of Bassein :
and took refuge with the English with whom he entered into the Savanur and
treaty of Bassein (3lst December). Under the terms of this treaty, Bankapur ceded
in return for the British guarantee of protection and to meet the  © British.
expenses of the subsidiary force, along with other territory Bajirao
ceded to the English the Savantr country with twenty-six sub-
divisions and with a yearly revenue of Rs. 10,22,840 and the sub-divi-
sion of Bankapur with a yearly revenue of Rs. 5,56,760. At the close
of 1808, this territory was restored to the Pe$ava in exchange for land
in Bundelkhand. To reinstate Bajirao at Poona, Genéral Wellesley
who had returned to Mysore after Dhondia’s death again entered
(1803) Dharwar on his way to Poona. During the campaign against
Sinde and the Berar Raja (1803), the district though torn by

"internal dissensions, remained fairly quiet, as General Wellesley had
made it clearly understood that he would not have his communica-
tion with the south disturbed. Between 1800 and 1803 the struggle
for power and plunder among the local estate-holders and officers

.. *Wellington’s Despatches, 1. 69. The commandant seems to have been

hanged because he did not give up the fort (Gov, Gen. to Secret Com. of
the Board of Directors, 31st August 1880, Wellington’s Despatches, 1. 69),
Colonel Wellesley seems to have afterwards regretted that the commandant was
kanged. In 1801, Colonel Stevenson, who was second in command at Dambal,
wrote to General Wellesley to use his influence to get him the same summary
powers which General Wellesley had at Dambal. General Wellesley (1st July
1801, Sup. Despatches, II. 484), disapproved of Colonel Stevenson’s proposal, say-
ing such extraordinary powers ought never to be exercised. According to a cor-
respondent in the Bombay Gazette (27th April 1881), before he left India,
General Wellesley induced the Government of Bombay to allow the widow of the
cornmandant to adopt a son and the son to bear the hereditary title of Bahadur
Désai of Dambal. According to Rao Bahadur Tirmalrao the commandant’s
name was Srinivas Venkatddri, a Smarta Brahman whose grandson joined the
rebellion in 1858, and forfeited his life and estates. A correspondent of the
Bombay Gazette (10th March 1881), noticed that the people of the country
acl not forgotten the hanging of the commandant.
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of the Pefava government continued without intermission. The
two chief estate-holders within Dharwar limits were Appa Saheb
Patvardhan who enjoyed a yearly revenue of Rs. 4 lakhs and who
kept 500 horse and 1000 foot, and Venkatrao of Nargund and
Ramdurg, a near relative of both Appa Siheb and Bapu Gokhale,
who enjoyed a revenue of Rs. 1,25,000 and who kept 500 men to
garrison' Nargund fort. Among the officers of the Pefava were
Bapu Gokhale who commanded a force of 2,000 horse, 1,000 infantry
with two or three guns, and 1,000 Pindaris. He held Navalgund -
and Gadag vielding a revenue of Rs. 5 lakhs and added much to his
income by plundering the country near his districts.” Ganpatrao
Pense, “esides holding his own estate in South Bijapur, managed
Ranebennur and Hangal which were the estates of a Poona officer
named Riprim Chaudhari ; these estates together yielded a yearly
revenue of Rs. 1,20,000. Bapuji Sinde, who had commanded Dharwar
fort since 1794, maintained a garrison of 800 persons and 120 horse
out of the revenues of the districts of Betigeri and Maradagi yielding
a yearly revenue of Bs. 1,20,000. Amratrao, the adoptive brother of
Pesava Bajirao, held the town and districts of Apnigéri and Parasagad
in Belgaum vielding a vearly revenue of Rs. 50,000. Besides these
there was Kheir Khan, the Nawab of Savanir, the only Musalman of
note. He had been so ill-used by Tipu and was so harassed by
the Brahman estate-holders and chiefs, that in 1800 he placed himself
under the protection of Colonel Wellesley. Colonel Wellesley had
arranged to secure his revenues to the Nawab but nothing was done.
He was a pensioner on the Marathas, but his pension of Rs. 5,000
a year was seldom paid. In 1806 his palace was in ruins and himself
and his family in rags. ‘ :

Towards the close of Bajirao’s Pesavaship (1813-18), as they knew
fhie was bent on their ruin, most of the Southern Maratha chiefs, though
not actively turbulent, maintained an attitude of semi-independence
of the Peéava. To this want of harmony among the rulers were added
the poverty of the country and the misery of the peasantry brought
about by the Pe§ava’s system of farming the revenue. Independently
of the distrust which Bajirao’s character and aims excited, the power
wielded by the notorious Trimbakii Dengle caused general disgust,
The temper of the country was shown in 1814 by the refusal of the
commandant of Dharwar to give up the fort to Trimbakji in accordance
with the orders of the Pe$ava who had to send a force to invest it.*
On the 13th of June 1817, under the treaty of Poona, the PeSava
agreed to cede territory in lieu of the contingent he was bound by
the treaty of Bassein to maintain. Dharwar and Kusugal about fifteen
miles east of Dharwar, together with the districts south of the Varada,
were among the cessions. The early occupation of these districts
was considered of great importance to the British interests as it
would facilitate the extensive operations at that time in course
of preparation against the Pindaris, and in the case of rupture with

*CGrant Duff's Marathds, 623-624.  When asked by Bajirao to surrender the
fort to Trimbakji the commandant replied: “If your Highness will send
a gentleman to relieve me in the command, or if you will send a clerk in your

‘own name, to whom I c¢an commit my charge, your servant will present the

keys to him; but T will never give ovér the fort of Dhirwar to such a person
as Trimbakji Dengle. ‘
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the Pe$ava the possession of Dharwar would be of infinite value CHAPTER 2.

to any force advancing from the south. History.

MaratEA RULE
Colonel, afterwards Sir Thomas, Munro was appointed Commis-  (1720-1818).

sioner with both civil and military command of the newly acquired Tr%}? of P Ooé‘a’

territory. Taking with him a force already on the Tungabhadra Kusig?rce?id ‘

under Brigadier General Pritzler, he marched to Dharwar. Major to British.

‘Newall at the head of a battalion of Native Infantry was sent in

advance, and he conducted matters with so much address that he

prevailed on the garrison, though in a state of mutiny, to yield. In

July 1817 when Colonel Munro and his party arrived they found

the fort in the hands of the Company’s troops. Shortly after his

arrival and before hostilities with the Pesava had begun Munro was

ordered to reduce Sondur, a principality beyond the Tungabhadra,

whose chief had defied the authority of the Pefava and for whose

reduction the Company had long before given a pledge.  On the

11th of October, leaving the second battalion of the 4th Regiment

of Native Infantry and two six-pounder field-pieces under the

command of Major Newall to occupy Dharwar, Kusugal, and Rane-

bennur, Colonel Munro and Lt. Col. Dalrymple crossed the

Tungabhadra with the remainder of the force and reduced Sondur.

After this service, on the 7th of November, in obedience to instruc-

tionis, Colonel Munro made over command to Colonel Hewett, C. B.,

with directions to move the brigade te the point where Brigadier-

General Pritzler was appointed to join. Colonel Munro returned

to Dharwar on the 14th of November, and there heard of the out-

break of the war with the Pe$ava and of the battle of Khadki (5th

November). On the 28th of November he wrote to the Governor- pefects of the

. General : “ The hostile conduct of the Pe$ava and my present situation Maratha Govern-

in the middle of the Southern Marathas, where I have an opportunity ment.

of seeing a good deal of their civil and military government, will,

I hope, in some degree excuse my addressing your lordship. The

local situation of the Poona territories and the still remaining

influence of the Pefava as the nominal head of the Maritha States,

make the overthrow of his government perhaps the most important

of all the measures that can be adopted for the safety of our own

dominions. * * * Tt may be a matter of some difficulty to decide

what ought to be established in its room, and whether the chief of the

government should be taken from among the relations of the Peéava

or the descendants of Shivaji. Before the establishment of the new

state it might be expedient to require the cession to the British Govern-

ment of the provinces south of the Krsna. The provinces between

the Varda and the Krspd are not properly Maratha ; though there

is a considerable mixture of Marathas, the Kanarese form the body

of the people. The Maratha estate-holders or jdgirdars and their

principal servants are in some measure considered as strangers and

conquerors. The best of the horse are in general Marathas and are

no doubt attached to their chiefs; but the infantry in the forts and.

villages are mostly Kanarese and are ready to join any power that

will pay them. All the trading classes are anxious for the expulsion

of the Marathas because they interrupt their trade by arbitrary

exactions and often plunder them of their whole property, ” The heads

of villages, a much more powerful body than the commercial class,
L-a Vi 2-7 ,



your jeq ® pue oAy e pue “sund uolneireq oyt Jo ouo ‘sorueduwrod
queg om} TIM TBMIBY( WOIJ DPIYoIewR OIUNJN [BIOUSH ‘pIRY
2} Jo Suruiowr Ay} Uo pundfeAvN poyDeol pey OwvIseY Y} SuLresy
uQ covigey Aq possexd-prey AIoA sem oy ‘pojsneixs A[Iesu UON
-TUNUIWE SIY WA PISZ O} U0 Pue 110 P[O Y3 0L PIIgel oviwey
"oqUI0(] JO PUZZE O} U0 pUNS[eAeN PoyOval S9ARISN] oY} Sureyles
I9)ye pue 100§ (00F pue 9sioy ggg yprm wry urof 03 peyorew ‘ndelig
[INOg UL JWEPEBY 3B UL SeM Oym  ‘OBUSRY ‘UOS ST JO 3e9jop
oy) Jo Juilesy U() ‘U E} PUB pOpUNOM ISUI0 OYI PUB PO[[R] Sem
QU0 WY JISpUN SISOIJO O0M) oY} Jo pur AnOIp Yum padeoss uos
s oelsey ‘porn| oiom sdoon sparsoq o} Jo Joquinu OBIe[ Y 'peep
PUNOJ 9Iam AJUoM] PUE SA[E USR]} QIOM SISIOY U09JOUIN  "90UL)SISal
logo 03 Sunduwope MOYIM UOHOAIP AI9AQ Ul POff OSI0Y BUieIe]y
5y} Je3 18013 os sem orued QYJ, ‘OABS[ pUB JUNOW PINOO UIUIISIOY
ay) ol0joq UMO} Oy} palojue oy leyl L[pider os uoou je padueApe
oysm oerwgy SuUmojem pue Pejunow 2104 IS9I JYJ, 'MOJ 9} pue
umo} oy} Woemioq ooeds uado oy ur pue spons oy ul pareyord
oIoM 9SIOY QU} JO (09 INOQY °9SI0Y polpuny UsAdS Jo Apoq ®
s eoefd 1B 1B sem OUM UOS SO0 OBISEY Moele 01 Usur (0g
s pung[eaeN WOIF SO[I OM} Inoge oFe[[IA © WOIj PadurApe
(LI8T) fequoodd JO TIGT O U0 pue PLUSIP oY} J[BY Uy} OI0W
jo uoissossod Y001 Appmb AreA oy iMIBU( JO ISBO-UYHIOU SO[IUI
£Luomy mogqe punSeaeN 03 pajurcdde sem OI10sAJN jo owviwey ouo
s1e0mjo o1} Suotny 'suoad 10 $O[qeISU0D PUESNON} UOASS JNOGR TIIM
‘UpppUUD 10 SISOTJO OAG-AJuam) sB AuBwl SB U00s pey off ‘o[qrssod
s AIojlire} yonul se oyel pue suoad I0 SO[QRISUOD POULIE JSI[US
0} SIOPIO TIM SJOUISIP SBAESOJ OUYl JO 1SOUWL 0] SUppwD IO SISOIO
Areyu pejurodde oy - “winy I0j 3t enpgns 03} AnuUnod poped ay} jo
syueyqequr oy Susn Jo deys proq oyy ooy oy eordoad ofi jo [
-poo8 pue e2UIPHUOD OY} JO Jeswury JulleAy ‘juds erom sdoon ou
g ‘sdoory Ig[nSel 10] JUSWIUISAOS) SRIPBIN oYl 0} SOWI [RISASS
QjJ0IMm oY ‘[EOp 01 PBY ‘IOqUWIBAON JO GG OY} U0 [BIdURY o]
0} pojoword sem OUM ‘OIUNJY SORNOMHIP 989y} YA\ 'SIUSISYPE
S BABSOJ Ol YNM POJ[J OS[B 0lom ‘AWeUd Ue JO SJUSWOAOUI 9} SUIS
-seirequio Jo o[qedeo sysod Joyio UM I030F0} ‘osoy), -poonpar
aq 03 Ioplo Ul poyoeeIq 9q 0} paimbar pue jmesse Ajsey jsurese
9IN00S oIom I9pIo Iouadns ' JO J0U {YBSNOW YOIYM JO [[B ‘SIOF i
poppms sem Anunoo oyJ, ‘woy} 3roddns 03 ‘rouzesos Arejjiwr pue
[IATO ST ‘O[BIP[O5) CBISEY PoIspio pey pue vuoo jo Ljeaxny oy Aq
popeo  owSIp oy} Adnooosi 03 SPIYD  BUIRIR]N WOHINOS O}
PoeIIp PBY BABSeJ OU} Jdem oY} JO fESIQINO Oy} 910jq
isnf  pey eyl ur o0TAIes juepodwl pu®  SATPE  SI0W JOf I
9ABO] O] POMO[[e SeM “XBMIBU(] JO S$oX}H0J oY1 Jo puewrmnod yerods
oU} 0} JUOUWIWIDAOY) SeIPRJN oyl Aq pojwmodde Zureq Isye ‘oym
[EMON '[0D “¥T UI PUODdS S[qe 150w ® PBY oY Jng "Is0mjo Jeis ®
jo djpy oy} wesd jou pey of] ‘Ieyowl ouo pue ‘und oud ‘Anueyuy
oAneN jo seruedurod OAY Jo Ppolsisucd [esodsip S Je 90I0f oYyfJ,
“}S3I9pUR[s Ay} Jo orom sueawr sy sesodind esay 104 Anunoo oy}
oxyey 01 pue sdoony seAesoq oy JsureSe joe 03 suoneredaid oyewr 0}
negoq 9y yno UoYoiq pey Iem jey} PIlesy OIUNI [oUO[0D) USYAA

L UOTUIWIOp BYiRIBN
oy} woij PoASIRr JuURq JO Snoisep A[eousd AI9A osImoI] oIe

HIHLLLAZVD HLVIS AVAWNO" 6

*LIST ‘sisenbuon)
S‘O.IUHW [8[10[0:)
"(8181-0GLI)
TI0Y VHIVUVIN
*AXOISTH

‘G HALIVHD



DHARWAR DISTRICT - .99

mortar under the command of Major Newall. Within two miles
of Navalgund some small parties of horse were seen; and about
2 mile further the main body was discovered moving slowly along
the side of a rising ground at a distance of about a thousand yards.
As they seemed to intend to come round on General Munro’s
baggage two shells were thrown and two horsemen were killed.
On this the whole body moved off attended by about two hundred
foot and were soon out of sight leaving about ten dead in the
streets. ‘

After the blockade of Navalgund was raised General Munro and
Major Newall returned to Dharwar. In the beginning of 1818 (3rd
January), escorted by Lt. Col. Newall at the head of a detachment
of three companies, a reinforcement of two iron eighteen-pounders,
two iron and two brass twelve-pounders, and two mortars, was
received by General Munro from the garrison at Ballary.
With these came six fresh companies, and three troops under the
command of Captain Garton. The last were furnished on his own
responsibility by Major-General Lang who commanded in the ceded
- districts. With these reinforcements General Munro considered him-
self strong enough to take the offensive. On the 5th of January he
invested Gadag, about forty miles east of Dharwir, and after a few
shells had been thrown and a battery erected, the place surrendered
on the 6th. On the 7th he moved on Dambal, about twelve miles
south-east of Gadag, which after sustaining a four hours” fire from
two batteries capitulated on the morning of the §th. From Dambal
he marched on Hubli, forty miles west, where he arrived on the
13th, having received by the way an accession to his force of two
hundred Mysore regular infantry. The commandant of Hubli fort
on being summoned promised to. surrender on the following morning
and kept his word marching out with 300 men, the remains of a more
numercus garrison of whom a large portion had deserted from want
of pay. On the following day (15th) Miérikote, about eight miles
south-west of Hubli, was admitted to the same terms. All these
places General Munro immediately occupied by corps of constables
or peons without crippling his little army of regulars. He returned
to Dharwir on the 16th without the loss of a man, though threatened
at every step by KaSirao Gokhale’s cavalry. The system of securing
the districts by the help of irregular troops was attended with extra-
ordinary success. These armed constables in separate parties
under their officers, not only drove the Pefava’s force from the open
country, but from several forts and many walled villages. ‘

Before the 18th of January the whole of the Maratha country
south of the Malaprabhd was completely in the hands of General
Munro. General Munro remained at Dharwar till the 4th . of
February organizing his force and bringing the conquered country
to order. His troops were in the interval actively employed. paitly
in escorting treasure, partly in opposing the Pindaris. A band of
these marauders passing the flank of the British troops beyoud the
Narmada and ascending the Berdr hills had marched south and
spread havoc in the Company's territories beyond the- Tungabhadr3.
One of these marauding companies recrossed the Tungabhadrad on
the 18th of January and marched north leaving the Sondi forests
in Kanara about six miles on their left. On the 20th General Munro
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heard of them and at eight o’clock that night detached Captain
Garton with three troops to intercept them passing between Dharwar
and Haliya]. Captain Garton came by surprise upon their
bivouac at three in the following morning (21Ist) and within an hour
they were driven beyond the frontier with a loss of twenty men and
forty horses. On the 5th of February General Munro started for
Badami on the Malaprabha in South Bijapur. He marched first to
Navalgund and then to Hullur seven miles north-west of Ron where
he encamped on the 8th. The Pioneers, who were employed this
day in opening a road in advance, were driven in by a party of
horse. To reconnoitre the strength and designs of the party
a picket of thirty Indian cavalry were ordered out accompanied by
Captain Middleton, the officer on duty for the day. This picket
was enticed to follow small parties of their enemy until they found
themselves exposed to the attack of an overwhelming force. Though
very closely pressed they retreated in good order and gained their
camp with the loss of nine men and eight horses killed and wounded.
A troop of the 5th Cavalry was immediately ordered out to repel
the attackers who retired, and Captain Munro, who commanded, after
pursuing till nightfall made no more impression on them than the
destruction of a few of the worst mounted. '

About this time (10th February) the English took possession of
Satara and by proclamation issued on the 1lth of February the
PeSava was formally deposed and with certain specified exceptions
his territory was annexed to the British dominions. From this date
the lands included in the present district of Dharwar, which were
already in the hands of General Munro, may be said to have passed
to the British. The scene of General Munro’s exploits was shifted
first to Bijapur, then to Belgaum, and then to Solapur until his
successful campaign ended on the 15th of May with the reduction
of the strong fortress of Solapur. The approach of the monsoon
forced General Munro to bring back from Solapur his as well as
General Pritzler's divisions of the army of the Deccan and they
reached Hubli on the 15th of June 1818. Lt. Col. Newall with the
second battalion of the Fourth Regiment resumed possession of
Dharwar into which were thrown the heavy guns and ordnance
stores ; and the head-quarters and remaining corps cantoned at
Hubli, in preparation for the approaching rains.

Brriser Rure (1818-1920).

On GENERAL MUNRO DEVOLVED not merely the conduct of the war
but the civil administration of all the provinces which he had
obtained by conquest or cession. Every question connected with
the settlement of claims, the adjustment of the revenue, and the
administration of justice was referred to him ; his tent was not more

the head-quarters of an army than the chief civil court in the Bombay
Karnataka. ~' oy

The shattered state of his health compelled General Munro to
leave his appointments, both civil and military, in the Southern
Maratha country and in the autumn of 1818 he returned to Madras.
On his recommendation, Mr. Chaplin of the Madras Civil Service,
who was Collector of -Ballary, was appointed, under Mr, Mountstuart
Elphinstone, Principal Collector of the Maratha country south of the
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Krsna and Political Agent with the Raja of Kolhapur and the Southern
Jagirdars. : : Foar 0

It has been stated above that after the reduction of Solapur
(15th May) General Munro’s army returned for the rains, part under
Lt.-Col. Newall to Dharwir and part under General Pritzler to

Hubli. In the latter half (July-December) of the year (1818)
. cholera prevailed to a frightful degree in this part of the country
causing immense mortality in the army and among the people
generally, At Hubli, in General Pritzler’s camp, in three days two
officers and upwards of one hundred Europeans were carried off by
cholera. Between 1819 and 1824, the district seems to have been
quiet. In October 1824, Mr. Thackeray, the Political Agent and
Principal Collector, was shnt dead in a disturbance at Kittir, the
chief of which had in Juily died childless. In 1826 the question
arose whether the district of Dharwir and the States under it should
continue under Bombay or be transferred to the Madras Presidency.
Much correspondence passed between the two Governments, each
claiming the territory as most fitly belonging to them.* When the
question of the transfer was referred to them, the Court of Directors

decided in 1830 that the Karnataka districts should continue to form
part of the Bombay Presidency.

#*The reasons in favour of the districts continuing under the Government
which ruled the Deccan and the west coast were: That of the Maritha
chiefs whose head-quarters were in Poona or Satara, some held a large part
of the Kamatak districts; that some of the Patwardhans whose possessions
lay chiefly to the south of the Krspnd lived to the north of the river and
some had possessions scattered over districts near Poona and Solapur, which
must keep them connected with Bombay and make them look to Bombay
for redress; that the difficulty of managing these chiefs would increase as the
seat of Government was more remote; that the distance of the Madras
Government must render it in some degree liable to be guided - by the
representations of the local authorities in measures connected with these chiefs
and tend to diminish their security; and that the facility which Bombay
possesses of throwing in reinforcements by sea at a week’s warning would
give her the best means of putting down insurrection in these provinces and
made the Bombay Government best suited for their administration. The reasons in
favour of their transfer to Madras were thus set forth by Sir Thomas Munro, then
Governor of Madras ; that from its geographical position Bombay was unfit to
render military aid at all seasons of the yesr, but that Madras was
in every way fit to render without delay such aid in cases of emergency :
that the management of Mariatha chiefs had ceased to be a difficulty
to the Madras Government ; that the transfer would have the effect of putting
out of memory the existence of the old Marithid confederacy; that the estate-
holders or jagirddrs were strangers from Konkan and from the countries
beyond the Krsnd and had no influence over the bulk of the people; that
mere distance could never be the rule for the annexation of territory to any
particular presidency ; that the residence of the Maratha chiefs to the morth
of the Krsnad would vary with the fancies of the chiefs and with the seat of
Government ;- that their detached possessions under different Governments
would not be attended with any administrative difficulty ; that much adminis-
trative inconvenience would follow if the civil and military power were in
the hands of different governments, and as the country was already in the
hands of Madras troops, its civil administration should be in the hands of the
Madras Government ; that the Dharwar district was bounded on the east and
-west by Madras districts and therefore its transfer to Madras was advisable
on administrative grounds; that the district, though it had been overrun by
Marathas, was not a Marathd district ; that it formed part of the Karnatak
which ‘was- already under Madras and that the people were a portion of the
same - Kanarese pation - who lived in Ballary, Sonda, and Mysore, speakin
.the same language, and differing from them in no respect; that it woul
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In 1830 (17th March), Regulation VII of the Government of
Bombay was passed bringing the Southern Marathd Country under
the Regulations. The territories were formed into one collectorate,
called the Dharwar district or zillag. This included, besides the
present district, parts of the present Belgaum, Bijapur, and Sholapur
collectorates. In 1836 (28th April), Belgaum was formed into
a separate collectorate, the Collector of Dharwar continuing to be
siyled Principal Collector. In 1839 (28th June), on the death of

the chief of Nippani now in Belgaum, his estate was resumed by

Government and thirteen villages in Annigeri were added to the
Dharwar district. In 1844-45 an insurrection broke out in Kolhapur
and spread so rapidly that fears were entertained lest the Dharwar
fort might be seized. A force of militia or Shetsanadis was raised
and by March 1845 quiet was restored without any serious

disturbance. Between 1845 and 1856 public peace remained
unbroken.

On the outbreak of the “Mutiny” in 1857-58% the source of

danger to British rule was entirely from the north and the east.

In the north, Bhaskarrac or as he was more commonly called
Babasaheb, the Brahman chief of Nargund, who was the most
inteliigent of the North Karnataka chiefs and who had a library
reputed to contain between three and four thousand Sarnskrt volumes,
conceived himself wronged by the British Government because he
was not allowed to adopt a son. His estate, said to be one of the
oldest possessions in the Bombay Karnataka (1560), and not like

‘many held on service tenure would, he knew, be absorbed by the

British Government and his widows be left to depend on the bounty.
In the east, Bhimrao Nadgir,} hereditary district officer of

give more satisfaction to the people to be united ‘to their own nation than to
be transferred to a country of Marithds with whom they had no natural

-connection ; and that this reunion of their nation as a permanent measure

was entitled to more weight than the convenience of the Maratha chiefs who
should continue to look to Poona and Bombay for redress; that as a rule the
people of the country above the Sahdyadris greatly disliked going to the
Malabar or western coast, but had no objection to go to the Cornomandel or
eastern coast, and as a comsequence a native of Dharwar would much rather
come to Madras than go to Bombay ; and lastly that as neither Madras nor
Bombay could pay its charges without aid from Bengal, the Madras Presidency

would, if Dhiarwar were transferred to it, be able to answer all its demands

without aid from Bengal, while if the transfer were made to Bombay, its
resources would still be far below its expenditure and both presidencies

“instead of one would still be dependent on Bengal” Sir Thomas Munro’s

Minutes, dated 5th May 1826, 27th June 1826, and August 1826, in

‘Sir H. H. Arbuthnot’s Life of Munro, II. 89-99.

#The account of the mutinies in Dharwir was contributed to the old
Cazetteer by Mr. F. L. Charles of the then Civil Service. It has been revised
in this edition.

}1857 - or the History of the Rebellion by K. G. Joshi: This book in

VKannada describes on pp. 324-5, that Bhimarao like Babéasiheb of Nargund,

came from a family distinguished for its spirit of independence and bravery.

Bhimarao Mundargi was well-versed in warfare. He was a very good

hunter. His marksmanship was admired even by the British. He was

-educated in English and was appointed Mamlatdéx_in Ballary. This indepen-
-dent-spirited officer could not get on with his English superiors. He resigned

ofice and settled down in Bennihalli, That was the time when the talk of

_rebellion against the British was in the air. A man like Bhimirao could not

keep away from the rebellion.
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‘Mundargi, about ten miles south-east of Dambal, and the désmukh
of Sortar, about twelve miles south-west of Dambal, were known
" to be close friends and to have great influence in all the east and
‘south of the present sub-division of Gadag; they also had
grievances. . Between Nargund and Mundargi where Bhimarao’s

influence lay, the belt of patches of territory belonging to Ramdurg, .

Jamkhandi, Sangli, and Miraj, might at any time have become the
gathering-ground for bodies of disaffected men belonging to
these States. The Nargund chief and Bhimarao had concocted a plan
for a rising of the chiefs of Nargund, Ramdurg, the chief of Anegundi
in Madras, and several smaller désdis whose influence lay in the
territory adjoining this part of the country. Their plans were greatly
wanting in boldness and fixity of purpose, and in spite of disquieting
rumours the whole of 1857 and the first five months of 18538, passed
without any open act of hostility. At this time the Collector was
Ogilby and the Political Agent of the Southern Maratha Country
was Manson. Manson was in the prime of life and had incurred much
ill-will from his connection with the Inam Commission. The policy
cf these two officers seems to have been, while maintaining -a watch
over their movements, to conciliate and refrain from alarming the
dangerous chieftains. As the Nargund fort was strong and stood on
the top of a steep hill, it was deemed politic by the English to ask
the chief to send his heavy guns and stores of powder to Dharwar
on the specious plea that in the unsettled state of the country it
was advisable to prevent the possibility of their falling into the hands
of insurgents. The chief could not refuse this request without
creating suspicions about his intention, and on the Tth of May 1858
all but three of his large guns and a large store of gunpowder and
saltpetre were received in Dharwar. The three guns were kept on
the ground that heavy rain prevented the carts crossing the black
soil between Nargund and Dharwar. This attachment of his
arms alarmed, and in fact angered, the chief. Meanwhile, as it
was known that Bhimarao of Mundargi, Keficangauda of
Sirahatti and Mamgi, and the désdi of Soratir had been
concerting measures, the chief constable of Dambal was
ordered to search Keficangaudas house or fortified enclosure at
Hamgi, a village on the Tungabhadra twelve miles south of Mundargi.
The chief constable found a large quantity of arms and warlike stores,
sealed the house and set a guard over it, and reported the matter
to head-quarters. On this Bhimrao gathered about seventy men,
attacked the guard, murdered the informant, and taking the stores
marched with Keficangauda and attacked the treasury at Dambal.
But all the money had been sent to Gadag the day before and the
rebels gained but little. Their numbers increased to 300 or 400, and
though pursued by the superintendent of police they made their
escape towards Koppal in the Nizam’s territories where Bhimarao’s
family lived. They gained Koppal fort on the 30th of May. But
word that they had left Dharwar had been telegraphed to Bellary and
by the first of June Major Hughes with the deputy commissioner
of Raicur had collected a small force, and after a rapid march
attacked and took Koppal, killing  Bhimrao, Keficangauda, and
100 men. This put an end to the insurrection in the east of the
district. S g e
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With these troops Colonel Malcolm appeared before the walls of
Nargund on the morning of the 1st of June, and immediately

proceeded with 100 horses to reconnoitre the fort. After

reconnoitring the party retired. This movement was misunderstood
by the seven hundred armed soldiers which the chief had collected,
and shortly afterwards they came pouring out towards the British
camp. They were attacked and pursued by the cavalry who sabred
them to within 500 yards of the town, inflicting a loss of upwards of
sixty killed. Skirmishers were afterwards thrown forward under
cover of the artillery and by evening the town was taken with
little loss and the troops were moved to the chief’s palace. Early
next morning a storming party wound up the steep path to the fort
gates prepared to blow them open. They met with no resistance.
The place was almost deserted, as many of the defenders had leaped
over the precipice rather than face the storming party. The chief
himself had fled as soon as his men began to retreat. Sir Frank
Souter, the superintendent of police in Belgaum, with a few horsemen
followed his tract with energy and skill, and on the 2nd of June
found the chief with six of his leading followers in the Torgal forest,
disguised as pilgrims on their way to Pandharpur. He was taken
to Belgaum, and was confined in the main guard of Belgaum fort.
He was tried and sentenced to death. On the 12th of June he was
carried on a cart drawn by Mahars through the town to Haystack
Hill on which the gallows was raised, and was hanged before
an immense crowd of spectators. His widows, unable to bear the
disgrace, drowned themselves.

Thus the rebellion was quelled. In addition to the two hundred
men killed in action at Nargund and Koppal, forty persons of influence
were hanged after trial and about a hundred were sentenced to
various terms of imprisonment and transportation. About a hundred
of the soldiers captured at Koppal and Nargund were shot by court-
martial. Several pleaders in the Dharwar Judge’s Court and the
nazar or sheriff of the Court were suspected of having favoured the
rebellion. The nazar was convicted by the first court that tried
him. Government ordered a second trial, and this court, consist-
ing of two Europeans, was unable to find the complicity of the
accused proved and all were discharged. Government pensions were
granted to the widows and children of Bhimarao of Mundargi and
other persons of note who had been killed and whose estates were
confiscated. A proclamation issued on the 3rd of June declared the
state of Nargund forfeited to the British Government. When it
lapsed to the British the State had forty-one villages of which
seventeen were alienated, a population of about 22,700 and a gross
yearly revenue of about Rs. 50,000. Yearly allowances amounting
to Rs. 1,300 were bestowed on two of the nearest surviving relations
of the rebel chief. The fort was garrisoned for a time by a few
British troops which were soon withdrawn. It is now uninhabited.
As the fort had an excellent supply of water, soon after the confisca-
tion a proposal was made that the water cistern and a few
buildings should be kept in repair and the fort used as a sanatorium
for Dharwar invalids. With this object the destruction of the
cistern was countermanded. After confiscation the State remained
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for some titne under the charge of the Political Agent of the Southern

Maratha States, but was afterwards transferred to the Collector of
Dharwar. , : 4
~ With the continuous spread of Western education and Western
ideas; the history of Dharwar after the quelling of the disturbances
of 1837-58 is marked by efforts at a general intellectual, political
and cultural renaissance. A few newspapers- and periodicals
published in the Kannada language made their appearance. Institu-
tions came to be established for the spread of education. Libraries
came to be started in important places. Extensive research was
undertaken in the archaeology of Karnataka. Political organizations
carried on the work of national awakening. An elaborate system
of administration also came to be evolved. In short, in Dharwar,
as in other districts, the pattern of development during the century
after 1858, has been varied and broadbased and has touched all
aspects of social life. '



